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5 OoN GST the various prejudices 
which root themſelves in the human 
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mind, none are, more vigorous or. abſoluto 
than thoſe of education; 15 theſe, 
the attac hment that connefts. 357 with 
the country in which we were born, is 
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infancy, acquires vigour with our growth, 


and. even ſtrengthens with our decay. Lo 


e —ͤ— 2 „„ 


rank it, therefore, amongſt the prejudices of 


education may be rather incorrect; for how- 


ever its intemperance and exceſs may lead 
to irregulariey, its moderation may certain 


y boaſt the virtue of a paſſion, add clalm. 


the reſpect due to the firmneſs of a princi- 


ple. The abſtracted reaſoner, therefore, muſt 
in this inſtance, ren the uſual rigour 


of his d duction s, 42 remember that he 


himſelf has been, and perhaps fill is, an 
enthuſiaſt to the 1 bepeen he firſt drew 
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ton preſerve it, have, LG ents. 
ſibly in dined habits, mai 
erg, d opinions pr ing new ſove⸗ 
reigus, It requires, conſequently, no ſmall 
degree of ac teſs, in which urbanity ſhould 
blend with power; the one ſoftening the 
other, to wean the natives from their an- 
c cient cuſtoms, to win, their confidence, to 
Honciliatę their eſteem, and reconcile them 
19 thoſe alterations Mhich. policy may pre- 
ſeribe, ang. e ee of the, em · 
| pire require, 6 e chan 3s, 10 
„ nen din ei gel wi” Ks 30 * lt 
, t the, texxitorial acquiſitions which; * 
crowned the arms of Great Britain with ſuc- | 
ges, we may confiden the conqueſt of Cx- 
en eng, the moſt diſtinguiſhed, 2 
yell from, thevalue of the, province. Jett, 
from the ſplendour, of .circumſtances, by 0 
high ite — | 


came into our poſſeſſon; A 


the e wech Aren gained by that 5 
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queſt were ed with our te 
it never can be forgotten, amongſt other ob- 
jects of regret to check the ſpirit of our ; 

gratulations on this acceſſion to the: empire; 
of Britain, that it was purchaſed with the 
blood of one of her braveſt heroes l pur- 
chaſed by the death of the immortal Wolfe, 
and numberleſs others 111 e and fall 

| at his ſide. 4 145715 Gude. 3 14 5 ww. Att. 2 GR 
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Sr annals: 

mM gallantry and ſucceſs of our fleete and ar- 
mies; of the vigour and intrepidity wich 
which our ſailors and ſoldiers have attatked, 
conquered, and ſubdued the enemies Weng | 
 etnpire';—but they Iikewiſe ſhew how ſu- 
pinely "careleſs we become of thoſe ſolid 
advantages which the conqueſt and acquiſi- 
tions of new dependencies ought and would 
beſtow, under wiſe and vwholeſome regu- 
lations; and how negligent we have been 

of one of the firſt duties of government; ir 
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ot ondeavouring to extract from cho greatallp 
pion evil, ſome. political good, by which 
the depopulation and waſte of battle might. 
in ſome men en be compenſated by an in- 
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creaſe / of n e . ſtrength, and 
1 9 875 5 inne ter 906 Jo Hoold 
1 has ek abated hat sus, kts 


ſtanding her far extended conqueſts, : her 
rich and inexhauſtible mines, is not more 


wealthy, or more warlike, or more . 
+400 than e ſhe! 1 men 
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I be 3 ſays a "uy 0 
foro of language can be nee 
the energy of his ſentiment, when, they. 
fluſt took poſſeſſion of the newly diſcovered. 
world, inſtead of deſtroying the inhabitants 
by thouſands; had either had the urbanity,, 
ar the pollen to haue conciliated them by: 
5 kind: treatment, and to have united them 
Eodualy.to their own, people, manners and, 
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might have been added to the power of 
king of Spain, as w 

far che  proitoſ monarch that erer. ed raled 


ld have made bitt by 
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The. rude —— lian ought to be 
followed by adopting ſuch whole er 
ſures as may render the conquered country 
happy and flouriſhing; to attain ani end ſo 
deflrable, ſo politio and ſo virtuous, nat any 
means are ſo well adapted as the promo 

vf public credit by the medium of Res and 
public commerce, under the ſanction of 
patronizing and protecting lawslaws'n0t 
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looſe, temporary, and ace dental; but ſuit- 


ed to the nature of the dependence=whichj 
after being ſhaped to the geniub, temper and 
character of the people W 0 
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extreme to another, but retain their ame 
and though introduced with caution an 
ſolicitude, when proved to be voi 
| (which, can only be known by their effects 
on the happineſs. of the ſubjects governed) 
ſhould be irrefragable. Without theis; ex- 
tenſion of territory is extenſion of eruelty: of 
and conqueſt, in its abſtract, is only a wan- 
ton waſte, of the blood of mankind. It is 
not the airy, inflation of the declaimer, bu ta 
truth atteſted by the ſolemn authority of 
ages, that the pride of power has frequently 
deſtroyed armies, to gain or to keep unpręſi- 
table poſleſſions ; for there are men Who, 
without virtue, labour, or hazard, grow 
rich a8 their country is impoveriſhed, re- 
joĩce when obſtinaey or ambition adds 
another year to ſlaughter and devaſtation, 
and laugh in their cloſets at bravery and 
gure, and cypher to cypher, hoping for a 
new enn from a new armament, and 
computing 
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computing the profits of a Gigi or a tein) eſt, 
But i it will be unneceſſary to reſort to the ar- 
guments of the practical philanthropiſt ; or 
to thoſe of the f peculative moraliſt, whoſe 

; ſyſtem enters not into the riſe or fall ur g 
vernments, nor eſtimates the loſs of indi- 
vidual - good by the counterpoiſe of | po» 
litical advantage:—it will not be neceſ- 
ſary to uſe any reaſoning except what would 

be admiſſible by the moſt ſound, the moſt 
abſtract politiclan, to prove, that every con · 

| queſt ſhould be ſo cultivated and improved, 
as to prod uce a good proportioned to the 
inevitable evil by which it was attained. 'By 
the ſame reaſoning it is apparent, that the 

| greateſt good that can be derived from a n. ew 
ſettlement, acquired by a trading nation,” 3 
by encouraging the trade of that ſettlement X 
under the guarantee of proper laws, that the 
general wealth, proſperity and connection 
of the new and ol ſubjects ſhould ſo 
__ that the n ſhould find "OO upon 
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the whole richer, happier, . and more ber- 
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95 But bends we come to any eee 
of our preliminary remarks, which will 
nat be found irrelevant to the principal ob- 
jad of theſe pages, let us pave the way by 
a few: more I eee Ul 
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be maſt n . |S; indeed 
all the commercial parts of human ſociety, 
(which is nearly the whole of the civilized 
world; in a greater or leſs degree,) have des 
termined, that trade is the moſt beneficial 
thing that can be encouraged in a country 
Capable of it: and it has been juſtly laid 

extenſtve and well regulated trade, under the 
auſpices of equally well: regulated later, a pro- 
vince continually ee in my 
in Wealth 1 and, that the wealth. and res 
ſaufroes af 4 province declina in exait pro 
2% 1 © portion 
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* 8 h che decay of. tp trade, ig 


Sade hs the: irregulirity\iov inefficiency of 
its lau. It would not be diffioult to apply» 


te che mee trade of the OE whoſe: 


civeſtiqath;: * n in ftrations. 

have been brought in proof: of this: [gen; 
neral aſſertion. The ancient dignity of Cave: 
thage, and the modern importance of: 
Holland, whatever may be her preſet 
degradation or diſgraces, the former rifingy) 
not as a meteor, to dazzle and diſappear. 
but, from rude and obſcure materials, 
to a ſolid rivalry with the miſtreſs of the 
world; and the latter aſcending from airy: 


nothing, like one of her own exbalations, not 


only to a local habitation and a name, 


but to be an object of as great political 
magnitude as any in the map of the commer- 
cial world. The origin of both wag mean 


and contemptible, and both are indebted for 


their diſtinction and elevation to the ſpirit | 
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bf trade. * 2 is the 
happy the province! exclaims a real W ; 
of his country, where the miniſters and 
nobles of the land delight in promoting and 
protecting the trade of the new acquiſitions 
to the guardian empire; they will inſpect 
all the channels by which wealth and pro- 
ſperity flow in upon the land, and remove 
all obſtructions; wherever. the progreſs of 
commerce is obſtructed, they will trace the 
cauſe, clear the: min 9 engen * : 
n, y bir 0 ooo rn 406 
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3 en far - its policy has been attended to 
in ths conquered country of Cahada, or how 
far it ſtands yet in need of Britiſh encourage- 
ment, Britiſh laws, and Britiſh protection, 
to ſecure to the empire the advantages of its 
trade, ſhall now gta and W ex- 
amined. ood e ST lira {579 
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This extended and productive province, 
for with whatever accuracy it may have 


been 
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een Wehe by: a celebrated writers _ 


in ſome obſeryatior 
in 2786, called it, a a cold, uncom ror A Je 


euninviting region, from which: ee 


furs and fiſh were to be had, and where the 
new. inh abitants Sd ale paſs a laborious 


tion, ee of it, hn it was. not 
thought of much value even by thoſe who 


firſt planted. and:encouraged the colony, but 


48 4 mere political drain, into which the = 
waſte, of an ON uberant |, nation might be 55 
region of deſolate ſterility, 


thrown, 
here nothing was found but lakes and 
foreſts, barten and trackleſs:; — yet, from 

unqubitable authority, from poſitive and 


Known facts, we can now venture 40 fran | 
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It appears te be  nanith/of che French 
Government, in common with all other 
| deſpotic empires, to pay more attention to 
*exretiding the empire, than te improve its 
acquiſitions to any teal advantage; which 
van only be attained by equal; juſt, and 
known laws, giving confidence and energy 
1 enterprize, by the ſecurity which 
they afford civil and political liberty. 
ee while under the French Govern- 
ment, was val ued more as u thorn in tlie 
eſide of Great Britain than for its own inter- 
nal worth : The ſlow, yet regular progrefs 
of cultivation and trade, and the profits 
and advantages that might have been dert- 
ved therefrom; were objects to which they 
never directed their attention. Their view 
as to annoy and deſtroy the Britiſh ſettlers 
in the neighbouring provinces ; and, by 
[calling out the Canadian farmers,” aud 
employing them in that deſtructive pre- 
datory ſpecies of war, they ſucceeded ſo far 
#7 e 


« ws Y , 
1 to: annihitate- bv Britich Ame 


rican colonies; but that wanton'exerciſe 


of power; that blind -defirs of ſupen- 
dority, entirely ruined their wn, clan; 
by preventing the cultivation of the 
lands, and obſtructing and drying! up elle 


ſources of 'trade and commerce. . | 


that: country was under the. domini 

France about one hundred and — 
ſhe was ſtill ignorant of its powers and re- 
ſources; its trade as trifling, and the pro- 
vince a dead weight on the Kingdom FW. 
was left to, the commercial ſpirit and, ER 
terprize of Britons, to. find. out and open 
| theſe reſources, to form an eſtimate of its 
importance, and to give it, in the - political 


and commercial world, the conſequence t 
fo well deſerved. . | Rs 
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Canada, from the conqueſt of it to the 
preſent time, borrecty tracing, wit * 


Boi 20 


fimp cit) „yet the vigour of truth, acts, 


3 5 


experiments, 


and. appeals, in their progreſs. OFF the 
Atlantic, from the ſubjects to Government, 
and fran Government to its ſubjects, in 
the career of an almoſt conſtant correſpon- 
dence, will beſt explain what hath been the 
paſt,” and what is the preſent . ſtate of 
that country. It may be juſt neceflary to 
premiſe, that in the "—_ om 1 
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5 ; « Nothing ſhall be axed” | EIT 5: 298 
«Dt e Nor ought ft don ih n. e e 
Not a ſyllable indeed admitted, with which 
thoſe of the higher powers whom it moſt 
concerns, in Great Britain, are not, by an ac- 
cumulation of bathetie evidence, pre. ac: 
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This extenſive al RET i 
the year 1760, finally ſurrendered to the 
arms of his Britannie Majeſty ; ; when, a- 
mongſt the revolutions of that memorable 
8 the officers « of the French civil go» | 

| vernment 8 
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_otimenr" reſigned! their wy pe 


into the hands of cal Smeg d. 


The Courts of Juſtice, inſtituted and admi- 
niſtered under the lavvs of France. were con- 


ſequently cloſed a to obviate the confuſion 
which, in a country öf ſuch extent, would 


neceſſarily take plaee on the leaſt ſ 


of civil government, military eourtg, com- 


poſed of a certain number of 


army, were, with great propriety, elm | 
ed by General Murray, with a view, prineir - - 


pally to the hearing and judgment of 
mereantile cauſes,,. | When any Objects; of 


difficulty, intricacy, or magnitude, were 
| ſubmitted to their jurifdiftions, they had 
it in their power to, reſort for legal in- 
form ation to ſuch of the French Judges, , 
Counſellors, and, advocates, as, were ſtill i in 


the country, 


The province remained under this kind of - 
government, till a more important epoch i in | 
its ts hiſtory took plage; when, by. the treaty of 
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page of 196g, the whole country. of Ce- 
nada was finally ceded to Great Btitan. . 
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alis Majeſty, on the/pthrof Oftober, 156g, 
by royal proelamation, erectod it into a Bri- 
tiſh province, under the title of The Province 
of | Quebec: '' And by the ſame! ſolemn ſanc- 
tion, graciouſly promiſed the i benefits of 
lie Englyb Jaws, to ſuch of his ſubjebts as 
ſhould relive 1778 and ſettle in in his new 
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13 the ag 10 a commiſſion of Civil 


| Governor was ſent to General Murray , with 
orders for the appointment of a council, who 
were to be inveſted with certain powers of 
legiſtation=to eftabliſh courts'bf JoRtite— 
and nomitſate judges to prefide. Ws + Y 
form of the commiſſion was the bare as 
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thoſe inſtruments | in uſe for! t be Governors of 


fame f powers grinted, and the Kane diredtion 
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mein here appeared the da wr of Canadian 
hope, and of Bviriſh expectation- The eld 
and new ſubjects hailed! the appearance 
of that guiding ſtar in the veſtern hemiſ⸗ 
phere, under whoſe auſpicious iufluenet 
their rights were to be protected, their com- 5 
merce uad, and their ee ler 
cured. i 
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Abe gd f ebm of -the Ges e le- 

7 council met about the month of | 4 
Auguſt, 1564; and on the ſeventsenth ef , 
the September following, in compliance i 

with the. - gracious promiſes ſpecified i in the | 
proclamation above alluded to, they pybliſh- 

ed /an'ofdinance for the eſtabliſhment and re- 

gulation of the judicial Courts. By this 

ordinance the Chief Juſtice was directed to 

decide: all matters that came before him 
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. arid ing to the: laws and cuſtoms of bat 


part of Great Britain called England, and the 


„ laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations of the 
46. province hereafter in that behalf to be ardain- 
ed and made.” Thus the laws of England 
were fully introduced into the province, 


and indeed the Royal ſanction itſelf given 
afterwards to that ordinance, was a confirma- 
tion, like proof of holy writ,” that the 


council had not miſtaken or exceeded his 
Majeſty's gracious intention. Unleſs, there- 
fore, for the purpoſe of determining ſuch 
cauſes among the natives, as originated be- 


ors the firſt of October 1764, the cuſtoms 


of Canada and the laws of France were en- 


tirely ſet aſide. Abrupt revolutions in civil 
governments are at all times dangerous, and 


will neceſſarily produce great evils, and give 


much trouble to the ſubject; every new and 


great experiment, therefore, ſhould be un- 


dertaken and introduced with caution. By 


this new ſyſtem the deareſt and moſt ſa- 


cred rights of the new ſubjects were en- 


tirely ned 3. r laws by which only 


their 
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their tran ſactions about their landed paper P 
ty, family ſettlements, and the various con- 
tracts between the Seigneurs and their te- 
nants could be regulated, were entirely done * 
: away; and the French Canadians found 
themſelves under legal obligations to regu- 
late their conduct and affairs h/ ſyſtem — 
laws, with which they were totally unae- 
quainted, and of which the attainment of 
any competent knowledge was impef⸗ 
fible, not being poſſeſſed of the books in 
which they were contained; and, beſides, x 
their, ignorance of the language in which 
they were penned, was in itſelf a bar not to 
be ſurmounted, No wonder if this ignor-., 
ance of the new laws by which they were 
nenen ned, prevented their ſeeing, at once, 
all the dangers that impended, or perceiv · . 
ing the change which thoſe laws created in 
the tenures of their lands, and 1 in their do- 
meſtic arrangements. They ſtill, however, 
continued to alienate their landed property, 


to ſettle their family affairs, and to follow 
EE» . 


wis Py 
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the modes of inheritance acebrding to the 
practice and uſuge of the Freneh govern- 
ment j/ although, in à variety of inſtancës, 
they thereby acted in Hh tò the ne-, 
law: Fortutately; for a' Conſidefable time, 
no material” diſputes happeted, or wers 
brought forward; to open the eyes of the 
| peopl#to'the breed IN Glee” g 

40 istein 50 It! 107 100 © Fo ſnigt a 

The progreſs of 1 18, al 
always ſuicicntly lapid, and we eile 
| know the nature an d eiten of bur cal. atnity = 
before we are adtquitely pre ared' to met it. 
From the ſufrender of the coutitty: until tile 
eſtabliſhment of civil” government,” a tithe" 
ber of the French'Jildges,"Coellicrs' du Conc 
fell [ſuperieur, Hbbcats or lawyers from choice, 
neceſſity, or affection - ſtill remained in the 
country, ard cheriſhed Hopes'that their pro- 
felllbnal talents might” be Wanted. They ; 
foreſaw the propriety, aud even neceſſity of 
aſſimilating the laws, cuſtoms, and manners 
of Canadd with as. of Great Britain; but 
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they . this would be done n 2 
gentle hand; andiby-'dtgrees. Thepicbutd 
not oonbeive it poſſibley thatia Wife and en 
lightened nation wontd;.by one / Mort 00 
totally deſtroy and annihilate whole ſhaſtem 
of juriſprudence, Which had tegulated-the 
country ever ſince it was ſettled; amended 
| 4 led-fromitnme toctime, ti uit the 
cular: exigencies of the lettlemtnt 
nd-whiolizehey naturally concludedpought; 
h ſomerparts» at leaſty to be betten adagied 
forithat country, thaw any other that:ooutth 
0 en they expectod, that if thE¹]] 
neo governors did not pay much attentibm 
to the We their on ſubjects, that 
they: would at leaſt) reſpecti theunaitureo0f 
their property, and preſerve tlioſs lawd which = 
alone could protect and mhintain it: but 
thoſe hopes were com pletely defiroyed by 


7 


rhe publication of the or 


ber; 1764. The only ſyſtem of lawsof hieb 
either they or the Canadiun people knew 


the e being no-] abrogated, . . the 
"= Wl $ OOTY AD greater 


of geptem⸗ 


„„ _. 
greater part of them, ſoon after retired 


to France; the fe- that ſtaid behind 
were moſtly men, not diſtinguiſhed by abi - 


lities, and whoſe age prevented them from 


trying experiments upon n or þ ines» 


neſs; in mn a ei 
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Though, Gs a total. r of the | 
practice and the forms of the new. ſyſtem, 
many of the new ſubjects ſuffered'confider- - 
ably, yet a few years experience convinced 
the more ſenſible part of them, that the Eng- 
liſh commercial. Jaws were more particularly 
calculated, and, indeed, every way better fitted 
tor the regulation of a commercial colony, than 


the cuſtom of Paris. Compiled and digeſt- 


ed in the fifteenth century, when trade and 
commerce were little cultivated in France, 


the cuſtom of Paris, enveloped with num- 


berleſs.forms, clogged the free active pow- 
ers of trade and crippled the enterprizing 
genius of commerce. Experience, which 


is the beſt eradicator of prejudice, thus be- 


gan 


3 
I 
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gan to have its proper effect, n FO" 
tothe commercial part of the Engliſh. laws; 
but the Canadians ſtill regretted the altera 
tion of the lavvs relating to landed property) 
inheritance and dower; more ;particularhy; | 
when a few of the moſt intelligent had ob- 
tained proper information of the real. ſtats 
6 theſe . 125 converſation with the | 
old eee. i. ), eee 


Far 3 e as rights 
which were of ſo great conſequence to their 
new fellow ſubjects; — far from deſiringto/ins | 
jure a people with whom they were now 
blended, and with whom, through intereſt, 
they were connecting and reciprocally mixing 
every day the old ſubjects no ſooner per- 
ceived the fatal effects of the ordinange of 
the 1 -th September 1764, than they pub - 
liely expreſſed their diſapprobation; and 
in the year 1765, they petitioned His 
Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to order 
the Governor to call a Houſe of Aſembly 
for the province, as being more auſpicious 
to 
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ta the real intereſts of the prouince, and more 
likely: to give the neceſſary attentiow in the 
formatiom of laws, to the eaſe, the conveni- 
ency and tranquillity of the people. They 
waited with patience ſeveral years, in hopes 
ef relief from · their application: but find. 


ing their ſituation daily becoming more 


eritichl,/ and their diſtreſs more general 
and prevalent, in the year 177 they rev 
petitioned for the ſame objects; and again, 
in the year 1753 reiterated their domplaints 


by petitions n arb bac Houſer 


of Narliament. 3 
tee e %% MOON 60TH! 
F The RAPP = the mildneſs of 
che adminiſtratiom of the Civil Government 
ſince the peabe of 1763 having: acquired 
a certuin degree of eonfidenoe in the' juſtice 
and upright intention of the Britiſſt Go» 


vernment to alllits/ſubje@s; and convine- 


ed, that it could not be the intenuions of his 
Mefty, that the guards and ſecurity· of their: 
pert: and der W ſhould bo remov- 
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ed or deſtroyed, in the lame year,” forwards 
ed à petition to his Majeſty, p rayin 
he would be graciouſly pleaſed reſtore tier 
antient Iaws, cuſtoms, and uſzges, relate 
ing to landed property, inheritahce, *dowet, 
and marriage ſettlements, as being objeRts- 
of | opener, conan rn 0 ae 
20889 end AR wirt EATING Frei, . 
Preth all theſe applicarics, the old and! 
new ſubjects had feaſbn to expect their ſitu· 
ation would be taken into ſerious confiders 
ation by tlie Britiſh Government; more efße. 
cially; as they knew that the Governor ad- 
Council, the Chief Juſtice, and Attorney” | 
General of the Province, had ſeverally- re- 
ported on the unſettled, impolitic, ant 
* e fate! of the Civil Gowemment. 
. But, to their aſtoniſhment, while” hey 
were anticipating the indulgence of their 
wiſhes, and fondly flattering themſelves wit 
the hopes of receiving a proper conſtitution 
on fixed te * thatwouldur\. 


once 
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once ſecure the moſt valuable rights of the, 
new. ſubjects, afford protection and encour- 

. agement to commerce, and eſtabliſh, the 
Whole province in. the epjoyment of the 
rights and privileges of Britiſn ſubjects; 
in the Summer of 1774, they received in for- 
mation of an act having paſſed the Britiſh, 
Parliament, which made an entire change 
in their Civil Government, totally overſet, 
abrogated, and in every ſenſe amibilated the 
whole ſyſtem of laws, by which they had 
been governed for ten years; a; ſyſtern, . 
which, though, with regard to that coun- 
try, certainly defective, only wanted, o- 5 
dification. , In fine, another code was 
now eſtabliſhed, of which the "Britiſh, 
Parliament could not be ſufficiently... gc- 
quainted; and, on that account, it is ſo con- 
ciſely and indefinitely expreſſed in the act, 
viz. ſimply ** the laws and cuſtoms of Cana- 
« day,” that it has occaſioned a continual ; | 
feries of diſputes. ever fince it began to. ape. 
rate. | 
| © Immediately 


(2 ) 
Immmediately after | the account of paff⸗ 
ing the Quebee Bill Wa received the 
old ſubjects feeling the! injury” done thera 
bb A eee of tlie Euglith com 
mercial: laws, in which they were at 
more intereſted than the new Aubjects, "(as 
they” had all the import and export trade 
in their own hands) and that their affaity 
and tranſactions were to be governed and 
adjudged by a ſyſtem of laws, of which 
they were totally ignorant—dreading the 
confuſion, loſs, and ultimate ruin that muſt 
be the conſequence of mercantile buf neſs, 
tranſacted under, and amenable to, laws, not 
in contemplation of the parties and beſides 
oppreſſed with the idea, that by this new 
ſyſtem, all hopes of an elective houſe” of 
aſſembly, Gy which only: proper laws could 
be made for the province) and th 
privileges as Dm ſubjects were entirely de- 
ſtroyed in the Autumn of 1774, they prepar- 
ed and forwarded to his Majeſty, and to both 
Houſes of Parliament, petitions, ſtating 
5 | their 
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their grievances and fears, and praying that 
the Quebec Bill might be repealed, or, at 
leaſt, amended ;. theſe petitions were pre- 
ſented, but the apparent, approaching, rup- 
ture, with the other colonies, obliged Go- 
vernment to overlook the complaints at that 

poſtpone giving the redreſs 
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log of the Engliſh laws, the greater 


part of the judges, principal counſellors | 


and lawyers, that had aſſiſted in the courts 
of the province during the French Go» 


vernment, had retired to France; thoſe 


who remained were not of the moſt illuſ- 
trious talents; ſome of theſe had ſince 
paid the debt of nature, and the \ reſt, from 


long diſuſe of the ſtudy of the | French 


law, were become ineffectual advocates, 
and impotent | adviſers; ' nor were the 


judges appointed to fit in the courts, better 


informed of the ſpirit, or extent, of the 
; new 
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in the practice of the courts, which pre- 
duced much uneaſineſs in the people's 
minds, from the miſerable uncertainty in 
which they found their rights and tbeit 


property entangled; and, the new legiflative 


council eſtabliſhed by the Quebet Bilt, in 
the laws they have paſſed for the purpoſe f 
amending and modiſving the general ſyſtetm, 
they: have ſornetimes rendeted them tor 
„ an e | e vo youre 
mY Kay a 5 "OO ket 
PERS the province of Quebec, then in 


# 


London, prepared and delivered to Lord 


George Germain, Secretary of State for the 
. ee department, a JO; ſtating 
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RNrongly "thoſe - grievances, praying for 
4 repeal of the Quebec Bill, and that a 
Houſe of Aſſembly might be granted to the 
province; and were pleaſed to find by his 
Lordſhip's anſwer to that petition, that the 
danger of altering the conſtitution of the 
country when the enemy was on the bot. 
ders of the province, was the only ſolid 
objection to its prayer. Though they had 
conſidered it as their duty to inform Go- 
vernment of the diſtreſſed ſituation of the 
-province, they were, however, unwilling 
to embarraſs his Majeſty's miniſters at that 
time, when the ſafety of the nation render- 
ed ſacred every moment of public delibera- 
tion; and, therefore, deferred proſecuting 
this petition any further, in full confidence 
that Government would attend thereto, and 
give them the neceſſary relief as ſoon as. 
peace would render the operation ſafe and | 
eaſy. The long wiſhed for period at laſt 
red. when the nations fatigued with the 

11 deſtructive 
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ö Ueftructive progreſs: of war ſighed for re- 


poſe ; and a definitive treaty of peace bs 
. concluded in the begining of the year 1783, 

his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, the inhabi - 
tants of the province of Quebec, joy fully 


congratulated themſelves, that their coun- 


try ſtill temained part of the Britiſh Empire ʒ 


in full expectation that Government, re- 
lieved from the cares and apprehenſions at- 
tendant on a ſtate of war, would now lend a 


favourable ear to their complaints, and give 


them the neceſſary relief; the old ſuhjects, 
in the Autumn of the year 1 788. made out, 
and forwarded petitions to the King. to 
the Lords, and to the Commons, praying 
again for the repeal of the Quebec Bill, for 
an elective Houſe of Aſſembly, and for the 


Engliſh commercial laws: and theſe peti- 
tions were followed in Autumn 1784 by 


others, ſigned by all the old, and the moſt 
reſpectable among the new ſubjects, addreſſ- 
ed to the King, to the Lords, and to the 
Commons, praying for the ſame objects; 
. . one 
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one of theſe petitions was preſented by the 
London Mexchants:1 to Lord n in May 
Low 


Thus, the old and new ſubjects were 
obliged to unite at laſt in the ſame peti- 
tions, and the fame prayers; time and 
Experience had convinced them, that as 
members of the ſame province, their inter- 


eſts were inſeparable ; they now pereeived 


the invidious policy of thoſe who had kept 


them ſo long diſunited, in the view to diſ- 


appoint both parties: they ſaw they were 
left without any effective, any fixed or per- 
manent laws, or at beſt, ſo looſe, indi- 


| geſted and frequently unintelligible, that 


eventually they were worſe than none, pro- 
ducing jealouſies, public and private difa- 


greements, aid OY a general Tn” of : 
diſcontent, | 


From a review of the goyernment of the 
Province of Quebec, from the conqueſt of 


Th 7 


it by the Britiſh arms, it will appear chat 


the people have had a complicated ſeries of 
Tolid ills to encounter. The 'incompetetit 
civil government, under which they have 
been obliged to live, and the vexatious un- 
certainty by which they have "conſtantly 


been oppreſſed, with regard to their rights, 


and their property, furniſh ample ground of 
ſubſtantial complaint. In the ſpace of twenty. 
eight years they have been obliged to con- 
form to three different ſyſtems of laws, each 
infiproſer, n at variance n OY Oe 
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never deßged, and of a never Under- 
ſtood. The firſt, which may be called a 


military government, though founded dh 


ideas of natural juſtice, always fluQuating, 
ſometimes equitable, and ſometimes arbi- 


trary; yet perhaps, not ill adapted to the 


exigence of affairs at that time. This ten- 


porary ſyſtem was done away by the new 
legiflative council, and the Engliſh laws, 


voluminous and .complicated as they are,. 


Ca _ ma 
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without the ſmalleſt reference being, had: to 


the nature of the country, or how far theſe 
laws were proper, or if they could at all be 


applied to the ſituation of property there, | 


were introduced in general terms, by a few 
words: no regard was paid to the nature of 
the tenure of the lands, or the prejudices 
of the people, with reſpect to inheritance, 
| to dower, or to ſettlement of family; no 


enquiry made of the poſſibility of regulating 
or even of reconciling theſe objects by thoſe 


laws: —but the new Council full of their 


new power of legiſlation, or from the idea 
of complying ſo far with his Majeſty's gra- 
cious Proclamation of the 7th of October, 
1763, without foreſight, feeling, or reflec- 
tion, impoſed the whole of the Engliſb laws ; 
and convinced the people that they muſt be 
content to ſhape their affairs and tranſacti- 
ons, to the modes and forms which thoſe 


new laws required, whether hoſtile to their 
Intereſts and inclinations, whether poſſible 


8 119 or 


„ 
or Hot. * But the plain fact is, * ths! new 
ſubjects ſeldom complied with theſe new 
laws; as indeed how was it poſſible they _ 
ſhould? they continued to purchaſe and ſell 
lands, ſettle their affairs of inheritance, and 
arrange! their family matters, covertly per- 
haps, and with fear and trembling; through 
the medium of ſome of their own notaries, 
exactly iu the ſame way and manner, for- 
merly in uſage, while under the govern- 
ment of France. We have already obſerved, 
that fortunately no diſputes, were brought | 
into court, of magnitude, while theſe laws 
prevailedʒ and in the inferior Courts, the 
Judges ſometimes took into contemplation 
the cuſtoms of the French law, but num 
berleſs were the Canadian tranſactions during „ 
that period, diametrically oppoſite to the 
ſpirit of the Engliſh laws, and without 
N . to e n to 8 ths: 


„ ; See n No. 


minds of the RAY 4 3 complicated 
miſtakes, diſtreſs and confuſion, "ſb have 
dern „unh to licht. 


s This e * vas very 
defective in not paying attention to the na- 
ture of the feudal tenure of the lands, was 
entirely done away, and anotbur new: ſyſ. 
tem perfectly different, by a few words in 
the bill of 1774, introduced. This ſecond! 
new · ſyſtem, called the Cuftom.of Canada, was: 
in itſelf from ſimilar cauſes, no leſa deſective. 
Phe act neither defined: nor deſeribed 
them; few members ofithe Britiſſu ſenate. 
could be ſuppoſed acquainted with them, 
nor to have the ſmalleſt idea of the probable 
effects of their operation on the affairs of tho 
Province; yet, notwithſtanding a very 
ſtrong / oppoſition, it was hurried through, 
the houſe. ſo quick, that the accounts of the 
project of the Bill, and its being paſſed, arriy- 
edat Quebec, at one and the ſame time. 
This 


(39 ) 
"kim; however;- pleaſe the Canddi- | 
ans, at tile firſt bluſhl of it; it met, indeed} 
lei ſtrongelt and "deepeſt" prejudices, as 
 vetFreligious"as'politital';” it carried away 
their hearts by 4 kind of 550 faſtitation 
and; in regard to thoſe favourite pbints 
which were moſt dear to them tlie tenure of 
lands, tlie manner of inheritance and of 
dowrer, united totllat firſt confiderfition the 
ſecure eſtabliſſitient of the Ronian Cathblic 
Faith; all their prepbſſeſfions; their paffons 
and their principles} appeared at ones tõ bs 
confulted! If, weradd to tkib, cibir being 
unfettered from eetraitt legul reſtrainrs; with 
the grant of other indulgeneies, for which; 
as a conquered people, the were almoſt 
aftaid to hbpe'; this me Aye m of legiſlation! 
operated with” mote chan mugie forte, and 
in the! outlet was at vos a # Eff bat s 
clit 77 2 156 1 
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that bill, is underſtood / to comprehend the 
guſtom, of Paris, ſuch of, the general edicts 5 
of the Kings of France as were regiſtered. i in 
the books of the ſuperior council at, Quebec, 
and the acts or ordinanges, of the, Intendants | 
of the Province ; but theſe, were ſo,imper- 
fectly known at the time the bill, paſſed, 
and from. the. contrariety ,of, the judgments 
of the courts, the bontinual diſputesbetween 
the lawyers and the Judges, concerning dif- 
ferent parts of theſe reſpective. laws, */ that 
it is evident they are not, yet thoroughly 
_ underſtood by any perſon in the, Province; 
although it is well known that one of the 
moſt efſential things to be done, by alegiſla- | 
tive power, is to dee good 1 . 


1 


8 taken that 8 ef in 8 a 
plain, and ſelf-evident manner, that they 
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may be underſtood by: 80 y individual, uns. 750 


a 0 "apy is was all confeſſed Ren ik 
with te very worſt conſequences; and 
muſt neceſſarily ever produce inconſiſtent 
Judgments in courts of juſtice, where all 
_ to be. dine nen aden. 
1 e CCCCCCTCCCCC 230 N 
be a Paris is alt 
plied to the regulation of landed property, 
inheritance and dower. The French com- 
mercial laws known by the name of tho 
Code Marchand, have in numberleſs inſtances; 
been refuſed by the judges of the couꝛts, to 

be of force in the province; from wich hast 
ſprung a complication of ſetious events 

ruinous to the trading part of the province, 


and to thoſe Britiſh merchants who have 
had connections there. If we maſs toge- 


ther theſe different contrarieties of opinion, 
and of eee one m ee againſt 
| Ho TX: another, 
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te) 
anothsr;* thc aggregate will be as a heap 
of: confuſion, a ſyſtem of: diſorder: and mifſ- 
rule from vehich nothing but miſtake, diſ- 
quiet, and ares nn eee or can 
8 ” | ac 


The: great aan of . MR 
have been made to Government from the in- 
habitants, praying for ſettled laws, and 
a. permanent conſtitution; would certainly 
have produced the deſired effect, ij Govern- 
ment had - given the: neceſſary attention 
toſthemʒ they are, however, convincing, 
proofs that the poople have from time to 
time deſotibed the inconvenieucies and diſ· 
. as they: aroſe and that they de- 
nn cheyrfelt. In an age of 
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Aste the Minutes of Ahe Inveſſigation, : ordered! by! hig: 


 Khheviieney Lord Dofcheſton, laſi- ſummer, into the paſt ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, when publiſhed, will ſhew ſuch a ſcene 


as no Province of the Britiſh empire ever yet exhibited, 


. 
| 


z 15 ah. 
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amidſt their countleſs. vexations «have cath» 
tainly expreſſed their ſenſe, oft the conditi 
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' towwhich they were reduced, in more decent, ; 


terms than might. be expected, from a prom 
ple.who have been . ſo Tepeatedly,ombarcaſiad;, 
and, who. have ſuſtainediſo much anxiety; | 
onſequence ; but ore partiou - 
larly, ag being members of a, Britiſh; No- 
vince, who, inſtead of enjoying: the-rights: | 
o which, they were thereby. onghleds; have : 
. Gennes languiſhed:under:the:! 
ſpecies: of! deſpotiſm with, whioh:not: onlys 
free men, but-flaves-can ber affiifted:., Theyr 
were but too conſcious of this; ;theyiftlfithei 
chain about their neeks; the hand len ; 
duſtry, was bound and-yoty;conredh] ff 
ing, there was no law, no: authorityʒ either 
to enchain or emancipate. 8 | 
preſſion of great force and: beauty, uſtu to! 
illuſtrate another ſpeciss of i captiuity 
They felt the iron enter their ſouls“ 
Sd * oye amidſt their ſufferings,; ; their 
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n to We Government which oppreſſed 
them, were, and ſtill continue to be, tempe⸗ 
rate, though ſtrong; and placable, though' 
potent. Surely 2 due regard toithe intereſts 
of that" Province would arouſe the atten- 
tion of Government to its preſent critical 
ſituation, and convince them of the impto- 
priety, impoliey, and eruelty of introdu- 
eing or ſuppotting the whole of either tlie 
Engliſh or French laws, in à country inha- 
bited by two claſſes of people, educated and 
brought up under different legal ſyſtems, ſo 
that one or other of them mult feel incbnve· 
nience and diſtreſs if either ſyſtem is entire 
ly eſtabliſhed. A moment's conſideration; 
indeed, muſt have ſhewn the neceſſity of 
forming a conſtitution of a mixed kind, ſo 
as to accommodate both parties,” by ſelect- 
ing ſuch parts of either ſyſtem® as would 
ſuit the ſituation of the Province, which be- 
ing 3 its s conſtitutio ſhould of oourſe 
Nt dr nts on d e „be 
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bs that of the parent ſtate, and the EU | 
by, which it is governed Britiſh alſo ; with a 
{kilful engrafting of ſuch parts of the Ca- 
nadian laws as had reference to thoſe favour- 
ite and neceſſary points, where policy might 
ſafely indulge prejudices, viz. landed pro- 
perty, inheritance, dower, and family af- 
fairs. Thus might the line have been 
drawn with wiſdom and humanity, and it 
would have been, as indeed it is, the only 
way by which the laws of that Province can 
produce either ſocial happineſs or political 
proſperity ; or, to ſpeak yet ſtronger, | but 
conſiſtently with truth, the only way by 

which Canada can reflect honour upon the 
Government of the Britiſh Empire, or pro- 
duce any ſolid benefit. But becauſe the 
French Government made no legal provi- 
| fon for trade and commerce in that country, 
(as being no part of their political ſyſtem-in 
ſettling it) and therefore refuſed to them 
the commercial laws known by the name of 


the Code Marchand adminiſtered in France 
_ 3 


es) 


by the Juge et Conſuls des Marchand, and 
gave them only the cuſtom of Paris, —can 
that be a ſuffidient reaſon why, as a Bri- 
tim Province, they ſhould have no laws 
to regulate theſe affairs? ls there not eves 
ry reaſon to ſuppoſe that Great Britain 
would grant thoſe laws, thoſe ſecurities fo 
, necefſary to trade and commerce, when the 
conſtant maxims, {the evident policy, the 
has always adhered to in colonization) are, 
for the purpoſes of trade and the extenſion of 
her commerce? Surely no! 1 is there not ra- 
ther every reaſon that equity, policy, hu- 
manity, and good order can urge, to warrant 
the inhabitants of the Britiſh Province of 
Qyxebee, in their appeals to the legiſlature of 
the Britiſh empire, not only for a redreſs of 
the above ſtated grievances, but for every en · 
couragement that an adopted child has a 
right to expect from a wiſe and worthy pa- 
rent. In this ſtate of political alliance 
do the two countries ſtand. The duty of 
the one has been long tried and proved, and 
| it 
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it has been found not undeſerving of the 
protection or affection of the Parent ſtate: 
nay more, it juſtifies its claim to that affee- 
tion and to that affinity, not only by tlie 
right of adoption and of allegiance, but by 
the yet more powerful motive of the in- 
tereſt of Great Britain. The very ſtaple 
commodities of the trade and commerce of 
Great Britain, moſt boaſted, and moſt wor- 
thy of boaſt, are combined with their 
claims; and theſe would flouriſh from *he _-. 
root to the remoteſt branches under the fe- | 
tering ſun-ſhine of the Engliſh law anll 
a proper conſtitution ; for the want of which 
the whole Province, from Quebec to the. 
laſt ſubordinate acre of Canadian land, is 
diſtreſſed, and the inhabitants may truly 
* in the.appoſite ace of een 


2. r lame nnn as bid amo 


It has been pl faid, that à co- 
lony is to the mother country as a member 


to 


048 1 
to the body, deriving: its action and its 
ſtrength from the general principle of vi- 
tality, receiving from the body, and com- 
-municating to it, all the benefits and evils 
of health and diſcaſe, liable in dangerous 
maladies to ſharp applications, of which. 
the body, however, muſt partake of the pain. 


The mother-country has always conſi - 
dered the colonies thus connected as parts of 
itſelf 5 the proſperity or unhappineſs of 
either, is the proſperity or unhappineſs of 
both; not perhaps in the ſame degree, for 
the body may ſubſiſt, though leſs commo- 
dioufly, though a limb loſe its ſtrength. 


Our colonies, therefore, however diſ- 
tant, have hitherto been treated as conſtitu- 
ent parts of the Britiſh empire. The inha- 
a bitants, incorporated by Engliſh charters, are 
entitled to all the rights of Engliſhmen. 
They are governed by Engliſh laws, en- 

titled to Engliſh dignities, and regulated 


by 
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by Englim counſels; and eee by ; 
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than 1 in the aſe of Canada, ſuperior to's 
colony, in point of dignity it has all the 
claims of an adopted Province a Province 5 


added to the guardian empife, by the ſue- 1 
ceſs of Britiſh armis, and at this motent — 
under Britiſh protection. Thus fortified, g, | 
they apptoach the Miniſtry, they approach > I 
the Throne. They apply to Parliament, 8 \ 14 
for what purpoſe? —To ſtate their grievances; „ rs 1 
to ſhew the neceſſity; and point out the . 21 1 


means of tedreſs : ſo far from feeling ſenti- + OY 4 
ments of reſiſtance to the Engliſh laws, or „„ 1 
Goverhment, they acknowledge their ſupre : _. If 
macy, lament that they are not governed by 1 


% 


a more uniform authority, and ſue, as with 
one heart, to be received under a more per- 
fect guardianſhip: | 


4 
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that 19 be depended upon, which 1s the 


8 


From this ſhort ſtatement of the affairs 
of the province of Quebec, it will clearly 


appear, that their ſituation, for want of 


a correct liberal fyſtem of laws, is not a 


more general calamity to the old and 3 5 
ſubjects of that extenſive and eſtimable pro- 
vince, than it is a material loſs to the em- 
pire which hath its proſperity and happineſs 


in charge. Vet it has never been diſputed, 
that the chief end of Parliaments is to enact 
laws which may be ſerviceable, and abro- 


gate thoſe which are found to be prejudicial 


to any colony, province, or ſociety. of the 
empire. Parliament, there fore, in redreſ- 


ſing grievances, when they are properly ſet 
forth and explained, only acts agreeably to 


the end of its inſtitutiun, which a, al- 
ways to be had i in view. 


It is univerfally confeſſed, that if, among 


a collective body of people, there were no re- 


gulations, or none ſo fixed and permanent 


ſame 


. 


fade ching; no order provioaily agreed * 
or, in other words, no law, miſery inſtead 


of happineſs muſt be the effect of ſuch afſo- 
_ ciation, A correct legal conſtitution prevails 
wherever there is true liberty and where 
there is liberty there ariſes love, affeQiony 


and gratitude, for the powers which grant 
and protect it. Dark and tremendous, and 


yet not coloured beyond the truth, nor drawn 


larger than thie life; is the picture: bf a na- 
tion left defenceleſs, without the guard of 
wal 8 weg 6 Rapine, 2 and : 


>. + © 8 
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and ſecret NN are the bent 


lires of the yievre | 55 


e the bed of Gee Fa not 
yet—and God forbid it' ever ſhould be re. 


duced to exhibit all theſe horrible lines · 


ments, it is not ſurpriſing that the fea 
tures of that provitice ſhould be merked 


with ſadneſs, diſſatisfaction, and tegtet i the 


ö firſt 
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firſt appearahces of * diſtreſs, are Heer 
ing. * aal are e hgh 1% mo 
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Wb reſ] elf to oth. a of 4 
after this ſurvey of its government and 
grievances, it may be fairly aſked, . What 
% could induce Great Britain to keep it ſo 
« long a ſlave to ſuch miſerably. defeQive 
« ſyſtems?” Every other dependence of 
Great Britain in America, and the Weſt In- 
dies fully enjoy thoſe privileges which are 
denied to this. Even the ſmall iſland of St. 
John, that juſt lifts itſelf to political obſer- 
vation, in the gulph of St. Laurence, which 
does not contain more inhabitants than there 
are in the city of Quebec only, has a proper 
conſtitution, and a Houſe of Aſſembly. New 
Brunfwick, on which the dignity. of a pro- 
vince has been conferred, fince the peace, 
though comparatively unimportant, is like- 
wiſe in poſſeſſion of thoſe enjoyments, and all 

the comforts and advantages derivable froma 
HFouſe of Aſſembly. It would undoubtedly 
. 8 5 | be 


( 5 


6. curious to hear the troe political ende . | 
aſſigned, why the province of Quebec ſhould A | 
be thus / ſingularly marked, not oiily by a re- . | 
fuſal of theſe enjoy ments, and their ſource, 


' 
* 


but for the ſeat of the worſt kind of arbitra- | : 
ry government. The reaſon can be neither 1 1 

| in their want of private virtue, public loy- | | „3 13 

alty, commercial ſpirit, nor intellectual vi- | | 

? gour; for it may be confidently aſſerted, | 

i that that degraded land, unpatronized, chi- ” 

led and oppreſſed as it is, can produce a ſet _ - 

of men as capable of legiſlating, and with E I 

all the qualifications that conſtitute good | | | 

members of human ſociety, as any Provinee | 1 

integrity of heart, and wiſdom of mind, | j 3 
render them fully equal to all the powers i 

| entruſted to the legiſlature of a free country. | 

, 9 f 3 PT 5 TT JE Fes 

But all theſe capacities are ſhut up for | 

. want of opportunity to exert themſelves. 

: Deſpotiſm, in whatever form it” appears, 

8 ſtrikes at the root of every excellence. Like 4 
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the King of Terrors, it puts every abide; in 


ſubjection under its feet —it tramples upon 
genius and virtue - and ſtabs trade and com- 


merce to the very vitals. The want of proper 
and fixed laws, is indeed the want of every 


thing; for there is nothing in civil - ſociety 


can thrive without them; in all the annals 
of the civilized world, not only making laws, 


but the neceſſity of making them accurate, 


has been demonſtrated ;| ſince on their: ac- 
curacy depends the order or the anarchy; 
the happineſs or the miſery of ſociety. 


Thoſe of Canada, if laws they may be cal- 


led, have been only productive of diſtur- 


bance and confuſion; and muſt run on to 


ſuch abſolute deſolation, unleſs immediate 


regulations take place, that it will be 


difficult to ſay, in the progreſs of an accu- 
mulating evil, where its deſtructive influ- 


ence may terminate. 


If any perſons doubt that the internal 


reſources of Canada are now great and ex- 


4 £ | tenſive, 
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tenſive, it is neceſſary to inſtruct them, To 


& that the province of. Quebec. i is not only 
eſtimable for the fund of trade and cam 
i merce that ariſes from its own internal pow- 
: ers, * but as being the natural channel 
| for the trade of the whole tate of Ver- 
| mont, and a great part of that of New York, 


down the river St. Lawrence; : the ſup- 
ply of theſe countries with Britiſh manu- 
factures, will, in a few years, greatly en- 
creaſe the demands from Quebec, and the 
rude produce of their lands, viz. wheat, 
hemp, lumber, &c. muſt add greatly to 
the advantages which .the empire at large 
will derive from the general trade to on pro- 
vince. 


But at preſent, there is not even a 
priſon in a ſituation to confine the perſons 
of debtors for the moſt fraudulent practices; 


Ds there 
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there are no court-houſes becoming the 
dignity of a market town in Great Britain; 
It will require from twelve to fifteen thou- 
ſand pounds to erect theſe neceſſarybuildings: 
and under the preſent ſyſtem, that money 
muſt be drained from the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, The police of the town and 
the high-ways, like the towns themſelves, 
are in a miſerable condition. In ſhort, every 
department of the civil government is in | 
confuſion ; and to ſum up the whole in one 
ſentence, there is not at preſent, in that 
new Britiſh province, a ſyſtem of Britiſb law. 
Vet the inhabitants do not even defire 
permiſſion to trade to any other coun- 
try, than thoſe permitted by the lauus * 
Great Britain; they only wiſh, for their 
own comfort, happineſs and ſecurity, to be 
allowed by their repreſentatives to make the 
laws neceſſary, for their own particular inter- 
nal government and regulation. And to have 
it in their power to encourage, and increaſe 
the produce of the eats and thereby en- 
creaſe 


( 


ereafe ths demand for, and conſumption 7 
Britt iſh manufattures. It is an' obſervation ef 
the acute Writer, whio has enquired with ſo - 
much ſucceſs 1 into the nature and cauſes of 
| the wealth of nations, chat, in every thing | 
except their foreign trade, the liberty of the 5 
Engliſh new Britiſh ſettlers in colonies, or 

in any conquered countries, to manage their 
own affairs in their own way, ſhould be 

complete. It ſhould, indeed, in every reſpe& 

be equal to that of their fellow citizens 
home, and ſhould, be ſecured in the ſame 
manner, by an aſſembly of the repreſentatives : 
of the people. The great application which 
Lord Dorcheſter has given to the affairs of 

the Province, fince his arrival in October 
1786; the wiſe meaſures which he has 
adopted and purſued, to gain the neceſſary 
information and intelligence of the actual 
fituation of the various departments of the 
civil government; and, as it were, to ſound 
the pulſe of the public—have enabled him 
to furniſh his Mes $ miniſters with a 
number 


* 
number of reports, which, together with 
the minutes of a public inveſtigation into 
the paſt adminiſtration of juſtice ; muſt 
conyince them, that every thing is in the 
utmoſt diſorder, and that palliatives cannot 
now cure a conſtitution labouring with a 
complication of diſorders, The papers which 
his Majeſty's miniſters have. officially re- 
ceived from the Province, within theſe laſt 
twelve months, are ſo Full and compleat, 
that further procraſtination would be in the 
| higheſt degree cruel. They are now poſ- 
ſefled of ſuch a ſolid body of information on 
theſe points, that they can be at no loſs to 
decide on the propriety, the juſtice, or the 
energy of the prayers of theſe petitions, and 
cannot but know, that there is only one radi- 
cal remedy for the preſent diſorders, namely, 
4 legiſlative houſe of aſſembly.* How is it poſſi- 
ble to expect indeed that a people ſhould feel 


1 0 that 
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that ſtrong attachment ſo 8 to the 
ſupport of the goverment, and the tran» 
quility of a diſtant province, when- they are 
particularly marked out and oppreſſed by 
a ſyſtem of government entirely different 
from the reſt of the empire. Human na- 
ture ever revolts at oppreſſion ; and the an- 
pals of the world, in deep and ſanguinarycha+ 
raters convince us, that a people will ha- 
zard fortune, life, and poſterity to procure 
relief from preſent oppreſſions. The hiſtory 
of the Iſland of Minorca ought to be an a- 
larming warning to this country, that it is 
highly impolitic to continue a diſtant fet- 
tlement or colony under any other form of 
| government than that of the parent ſtate; : 
that Iſland belonged to Great Britain, for 
near ſeventy years; Government continued 
to the inhabitants their ancient laws, and 
never attempted, to change their manners, 
languages or opinions; the people therefore, 
never conſidered themſelves as Britiſh ſub- 


. they never knew the happineſs or ad- 
vantages 


2 
vantages of that diſtinguiſhed title, and there- 
fore, when the Iſland was invaded in 1756, 

and 1780, ſcarce a handful of men ſtood 
forth to ſupport the Britiſh government, | 
as they had never perceived any material ad- 
vantages they had ever derived therefrom ; 
they were ſtill Spaniards in their language, 
and manners, and, of courſe, in their hearts; - 
and felt no diſagreeable impreſſions,” no diſ- 
loyalty, nobreach of duty (for we neglected 
to cultivate their affections) in ed 

again to their e maſters, | 
Taking, therefore, a recapitulatory view of 
the whole, it appears, that the inhabitants 
of the province of Quebec have ſtrongly, re- 
peatedly, and loudly, but not indecently, or 
clamorouſly, complained of all that can har- 
raſs a generous, zealous, and loyal people, of 
a total deprivation of their rights as ſubjects 
of a free nation and generous King, of vex- 
atious oppreſſions without number, of ſuch 
arbitrary undefined ſyſtems of laws, as 
wrings 
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wrings from them the bitterneſs of expaliyc 


Jation againſt deſpotic meaſures, i in the view 
of which, they live like flaves in 2 land of 
freedom; all legiſlation being intruſted to a 
Council, compoſed of men appointed hy the 
the crown, through the recommendation 
of the governors. A Council ſo conſtituted 
muſt ever be ſubject to fluctuation, as the 
uncertain gale of intereſts or —_— veers 
about; being removeable at pleaſure, and 


conſequently in ſome meaſure dependent. 


But, as if the aggregate of all theſe evils had 


not enough debaſed the minds, to ſuch an ex- 
tent has deſpotiſm been carried, that till 


laſt winter it has been held as an invariable 

and abſolute ſtate maxim, by the members 
of the above Council, that nothing was to 
be divu}ged ; nay, that. each member Was 
bound by an oath, not to diſcloſe any” cir- 
cumſtance that came before the legiſlature. 
So that the people never knew what laws 
were propoſed or debated in the council, un- 
til they were enacted; of courſe they had no 

3 : opportunity 
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vfpoitunity of oppoſing them in any 
ſtage, however unjuſt or, oppreſſive, or of 
giving that information, ſo. neceflary, to 
the formation of good laws, and to com- 
mand the reſpect and veneration of the peo- 
ple for whom they are formed; and even to 
this day the door of the council chamber is, 
when they are met in legiſlature, ſtill ſhut 
to the public. - Is this the proper meaſure 
for a free country to take againft'its faithful 
appendages ? Is this a maxim, fit to be eſta · 
bliſhed by Great Britain againſt one of the 


beſt, and moſt loyal of its provinces ? If this 


is not perſecuting by the word, it is by ths 
chain If this is not a ſyſtem of corruption, 
it is of inevitable confuſion, and muſt lead to 
miſery and deſpair. If by theſe meaſures, the 
good of one ſubject is advanced, that of a 
hundred is deſolated and it is a ſacred max- 
im in politics Jura non in fingulas per ſonas, 
fed generaliter conflituuntur : Laws ate made, 
not for individuals, but for the whole ho« 
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The public felt the indignity thereby oh | 
fored, not only to their rights, but their rear 
ſon; » fit; made them more bitterly lament | 
the loſs of that glorious privilege of Britiſh 
ſubjects, of having their laws approved and 
enacted by. their. repreſentatives : : wounded 
to the. b as Britons, they ſpurned at 
che deſpotiſm, . and. re-kindled the ſpirit 
which animated their petitions to govern- 4 
ment for relief hey now more ſorely felt 
the neceſſf ity of an elective houſe of af- 
ſembly, for which they prayed, firſt | in the 
year 1765, then 1770 and 1773 but eren 
though the relief then prayed for, might i in 
the. yt years be inexpedient, could they have 
ſuppoſed it poſſible, that the legiſlature; of 
Great Britain would, on ſo ſlight a founda- 
tion as the petition of ſixty or ſeventy judi- 
| viduals of the new ſubjects, the very mock- 
ery of a general complaint, impoſe on, them 
a ſyſtem of laws which nobody underſtqod? 
Again, therefore, in November 1774, they 
petitioned for redreſs, and a repeal of the 
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Quebec bill, the fame year that it l= 
they petitioned to the ſame Purpoſe in 1778 
and again in 17833 3; but fearful that the laſt 
petition might not procure them the privis 
leges they ſo ardently implored, they it 1 7843 


made out and fi igned a more general petition 3 
in which they were joined by the moſt ſub4 


ſtantial and moſt reſpectable among the new 


ſubjects; for they had now learned, alas! by 
fatal experience, the evils attendant on the 
adminiſtration of laws not well underſtood 
by men who were ignorant of the neceſſary 
and proper forms, as well as of che general 
ſpirit of the ſyſtem ; their fair, but faint 
viſion was now over, and the meteor ſo wor- 
ſhipped, was ſucceeded by eee darks 
na. | 
. regard to a 6 dlefive Houfe of Af. 
ſembly, the people claim it in right of their 
being Britiſh ſubjects, and on a conviction 
that no other kind of legiſlature can goverfi 
a Britiſh province with ſatisfaction to the 
people, * or advantage to the Empire, 
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The reſources of thar province are gredt 
and numerous, but from the fluctuating and 
arbitary Government, with which! it has beet 
| oppreſſed, they have been moſt ſhamefully 

| neglected, and every thing left to the ſpirit 
and enterprize of individuals. Government 
has in no way been aiding or aſſiſting in 
bringing forth theſe reſources — it has been 
entirely owing to the irreſiſtible force of the 
- Britiſh commercial genius and induſtry, 
though ſorely clogged and harraſſed, that 
the province has riſen to an importance even 
in its preſent ſtate, which has aſtoniſhed 
its antient maſters. If a proper ſyſtem of 
Government ſhould be granted it would 
not only be enabled thereby to augment 
thoſe reſources, (and as all the trade. of the 
province centers in theſe kingdows,) en- 
creaſe the conſumption of their manufac- 
tures, but might likewiſe pay the expences 
of its Civil Government; and, among 
other objects of far Sreater magnitude, 
fave to the treaſury of Great | Britain, 


. a large 


oy 


(6) 


a large ſum which is annually drawn for 
that purpoſe. . It has furniſhed matter of 
ſurprize to all who have conſidered the ſub- 
je&, that Government ſhould perſiſt in ſup- 
porting a ſyſtem, | in that country, ſo evi- 
dently hurtful to the trade, and agriculture 
of the province, and which, of courſe, ſo 
far diminiſhes the demands for Britiſh ma- 
nufactures, but more eſpecially in burthen- 
ing-this country with an annual tax of | about 
twenty thouſand pounds for the expences 
of the Civil Government of that province z ; 
when by granting a free elective Houſe of 
Aſſembly, they would naturally be obliged 
to provide for it by provincial taxes, or cuſ- 
toms. i 


So # of 5 * 8 
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fl 11! 1s the obſervation of a great politician, 

oe that, to deprive a riſing people of the means 

| of making all they can of their own pro- 

duce; or of employing their ſtock and na- 
_ tural reſources, and the fruits of their i in- 
duſtry in the way that they Judge moſt 
advantageous to themſelves, is a manifeſt 
I | violation 


* 5 


violation of the moſt, ſacred Oe of man- 
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1 dach — of grieyarices; 3 


their loyalty tried and their ſincerity aps 


proved, is it ſtrange that the aggregate ca- 


lamity of the Canadians has fo often driven 


them to the higher powers of this country 
for redreſs? Is it ſtrange that petitions 


ſhould ſo often have been ſtrengthened by 
remonſtrance, and that remonſtrance unat - 


tended to ſhould have been ee into 


complaint ? 46 48 
Tus fleſh will quiver-where the pincers ter, 
Ling And e groans des nature g * 1 
ky 
Is it 1 chat prog voice nab their Le, 
ings ſhould have gone forth to tha throne } 


It 18 not ſtrange the wonder 1 18, that, 


natwithſtanding all theſe: petitions, remonſ- 


trances, and complaints, the ſufferings of 
dann ee, people are ſtill the ſame; 
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cn 
oft to ſpeak more freely, have had the com- 
mon effect of delay in all diſeaſes requiring 
diſpatch, they have gathered freſh ma- 
lignity, and given additional virulence. and 
acuteneſs to the diſorder. In. 


Congratulated be the ſpirit of humble 
| perſeverance which in a good cauſe, is the 
firſt of political, as well as of moral vir- 
tues; the manifold injuries with which 
this devoted province has been for ſo many 
years afflicted, ſeem now to have pene · 
trated thoſe who have hearts to feel, heads 
to direct, and authority to enforce. The 
cauſe of Canada, is, at length, about to be 
publicly eſpouſed by an auguſt body, Who 
will probe her wounds, examine her wrongs, 
and will conſider them as too mighty, even 
for loyalty to bear wrongs, which, though 
they ſtand not in need of either the charm 
or the energy of eloquence, as the foregoing 
fucts but too fully demonſtrate, afford the 
wor ample mo we their diſplay. If the 
| 8 ſacred 


( 6 7 
ſacred rights of the Britiſh ſubject, glarings 
ly, cruelly, and wantonly outraged—if the 
awful claims of liberty violated—if a ſteady, 
generous, and brave people in the worſt of 
bondage —if civil, moral, political, and ſo- 
cial privileges torn down and trampled 
upon—if the inherent claims of humanity; 
of nature, and of God, ſet at nought, and 
abſolutely annihilated—if theſe are themes 
| ſuitable to the abilities or the feelings of 
Britiſh ſenators, or are proper objects for 
the inveſtigation of a Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons - that aſylum of deſolated ſtates, that 
palladium of injured provinces - theanar e hy 
which now prevails in Quebec, ſhall call 
forth all the luſtre, all the intrepidity, and 
all the omnipotency of their united powers. 
Her cauſe thus ſupported,” the chaos may 
be brought into order, the light of liberty 
may ſhine forth, the political cloud may diſ- 
perſe, and to carry on the alluſion, which has 
more and metaphoric exaCtueſs'to/recome 
| 72 3 e mend 


1 1 
mend it, the obſcurity Which now ſheds ten- 
fold niche over the Province, may} be re- 
ne f | 


7 - To ay truth, the people of Quebec are, 
according to the definition of. colonies and 
provinces, become a part of the Britiſh Em- 
pire; the intereſt and affection of the cor- 
* reſpondent parties, however diſtant, being 
the ſame. - They are, therefore, warranted 
in expecting that an effectual redreſs of their 
grievances will be conſidered as the common 
eauſe of both | countries—a cauſe, in which all 
parties on this ſide the water, loſing the diſ- 
tinctions of. miniſtry and oppoſition, ſhall 
have but one opinion; and that the whole 
Parliament ſhall unite in one vote—a vote 
for the repeal of the Quebec Act. 


8 


| Indeed, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that while 


the Miniſter is entering with becoming 


warmth, and the vigour of a patriot, into 
the appeals of the * UNHAPPY tribes of Africa, 
with 


CE ” 
with a view to their emancipation, or re- 
lief from their ſcourges and their chains, 
it is not to be ſuppoſed, while one ear is 
open to mercy, that the other ſhould be deaf 
to juſtice; the partiality which this would 
mark is obvious. The Canadiang meet the 
Premier of England on the ſubject of human 
kindneſs and human equality, with a ſpirit 
that emulates his own, and join, with their 
whole ſoul, in every meaſure that tends to 
vindicate the rights of nature, and of man. 


Nay, we will venture to aſſert with con- 


dence, founded on conviction, that thou- 
ſands among the oppreſſed ſubjects of Que- 
bec with to ſee the thrones of humanity and 
liberty erected throughout the globe, as well 
as in their own province; yet the ſlavery 
which comes home to their own breaſts— 
the flavery which has long invaded their 
own land—and, like a lawleſs plunderer, 
ravaged its fair productions, checked its ge- 
nius, and truck terror through all its con- 
nexi0n; —the rem which has riſen out of 
* 4 LI that ; 
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that gigantic. and ſtill growing evil—the, 


Quebec AQ, claims equal pity, and demands. 
equal redreſs. The cauſe of Canada then 
is the cauſe of liberty of that virtuous li- 


berty which encourages loyalty and animates 


commerce, — which inſpires public conſi- 
dence, expands public credit, ſecures to every 
man the fruits of his induſtry, and kindles 
the electric flame of patriotiſm throughout 
ſociety. This, and this only, it is which 
puts every hand in motion, and makes every 
individual, at the time that he promotes 
his own en joyments,. contribute to the wel · 
fare and enjoyment of the whole; and this, 


and this only, is the liberty for which the | 


Britiſh ſubjects of Quebec now go forth to 
petition the Britiſh Parliament—a liberty 


which receives ſtrength and vigour by whole- 


ſome laws, and by a punctual obſervance of 
them, not by contemning or treading them 


under foot—a liberty, of which equity and 
regularity are the parents; without which, 


neither empires nor provinces, can maintain 
| their 


TT ) 
their glory; without which neither miniſters, 
"monarchs, nor. people, can be proſperous or 
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This thes: is the exact Women the 40 


4 opportunity. the eventful eriſis, when, 


the public erpectation i is to be gratified, .and 


the public calamity, relieved from. miſeries of | 


obſervation made us of ; in a the exigence of 
the affairs of Great Britain in 1 756, whatever 


may be urged. by miniſters concerning the, 
_ neceſſity of confidence i in governors, andthe 


preſumption of prying with prophane eyes 
into the receſſes of policy; it- 1s evident that 
this reverence can be claimed only by coun- 
ſels var UNEXECUTED, and projects sus- 


PENDED IN DELIBERATION. But when a 


ſeries of defigns and experiments (as in the 
caſe of the tranſactions of the province of 
Quebec) have ended in miſcarriage ; when 
every eye and every ear is witneſs to general 
d, feomtent, it is then the only time to diſen- 


tangle. 


85 angle confuſion, to illuſtrate obſcurity, to 


6 


repeal the wrong, and to gfabliſb the right it 
is then the preciſe moment to ſhew by what 
cauſes every event was produced, and in 
What dreadful effects, if not immediately 
done away, it is likely to terminate. In 
mort, this is the exact inſtant to define 
Wich exactneſs for univerſal information, 
what rumour huddles in general excla- 
mation, or perplexes by undigeſted nar- 
ratives, to ſhew whence calamity has been 
derived, and whence it may be expec- 
ted ; and honeſtly to lay before the people, 
the miniſtry, and the monarch, what enqui- 
ry has gathered of the paſt, and conjecture 
can eſtimate of the N 
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Kuen, Sod the Report of the G and 
Council of the Province of ee thy 
A 8 in 176g. . 


Y theſe two ordinances (meaning that of 
September 17, and November 6, 1764) 

which have been tranſmitted to your Majeſty, 
and never diſallowed ; and are, therefore ſup- 
| poſed to have received the ſanction of your Ma- 
_ jeſty's approbation ; the Canadian laws and cuſ- 
toms have been generally ſuppoſed to be aboliſh. 
ed, and the Engliſh laws and cuſtoms to have 
been introduced in their ſtead, and the judges of 
your Majeſty's courts of judicature in this pro- 
vince have conceived themſelves to be, in con- 
ſeieuoe, 


of = . 1 £ r 2 pF * 


( 56/3 
a bound to en juſtice according to 
the laws of England. e a oa 


" & Your Majeſty, by your commiſſion to Ge- 
neral Murray, dated November 21, in the fourth 
year of your Majeſty's reign, to be Governor in 
Chief of this province) was pleaſed to delegate 
unto him a certain limited legiſlative authority, 
to be exerciſed by him, by and with the advice 
and conſent of your Majeſty's council of the 
province, and of the general aſſembly of the free- 
bolders and planters in, the ſame, therein directed 
by your Majeſty to be ſummoned, to wit, an 
authority to make, conſtitute,” and ordain laws, 
ſtatutes, and ordinances, for the public peace, 
welfare, and good government of the ſaid pro- 
vince, not repugnant, but as near as may be, 
agreeable to the laws of England. But your Ma- 
zeſty did not, in any part of the ſaid commiſſion, 
delegate either this, or -any other legiſlative | 
power to your ſaid governor, to be exerciſed by 

him, with the advice and conſent of the council 
only, without the concurrence of an afſembly—naw ub 
aſſembly of the frecholders and planters has hitherto 
zern ſummoned, conſequently all the ordinances 
that have hitherto been made, fo far as they have 
a legiſlative tendency, have been made without 
any warrant or authority from your Majeſty's 
commiſſion to your governor, and perhaps may, 


e Wy © 
upon that account, be jul eee en de., 
men null and en, e ade 27 


eis mh rode . your Mühen ad 
give a private inſtruction to your late governors 
purporting to communicate to him a certain de- 
gree of legiſlative authority, to be exerciſed: by 
him, by and with the conſent and advice of, the 
council only, without an affembly, to wit, to 
make ſuch rules and regulations as ſhall appear 
neceſſary for the peace, order and good govern- 
ment of the ſaid province, taking care that no- 
thing be paſſed or done. that ſhall any ways tend 
to aſſect the life, limb, or liberty. of 1 the ſubject, or to 
a ion 57 taxes or duties,” | 


« If 3 dert ;nftrudtion thould be 4 to 
be a legal method of communicating a legiſlative 
authority, yet the power conveyed to the gover- 
nor and council of this province by the inſtrufti- 
on above mentioned, is too confined authority to 
warrant the general introduction of the Engliſh laws, 
particularly the criminal A which all affef? ny 
* limb, or e | 


| 40 It remains that we confider the firſt and 
greateſt inconvenience above mentioned, which 
ariſes from the uncertainty of the laws in the preſent 
condition of the province; and that we ſet before 

Pour 


(n 


your Majeſty the different methods by which; av 
we conceive, this inconvenience may be removed, 
and the laws of the province may be ſettled for 
the! future upon a ſolid and permanent founda- 
e TITER ads 

40 Four methods os « doing th this have occurred | 
680 us: 3 
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4. 0. «Fir, Is to vita a WY . laws for 
this province, that ſhall contain all 
the laws by which it is to be go- 
verned for the time to come, to 
the entire excluſion or abolition of 

every part, both of the laws of 
England and the French laws, that 
TY ſhall not be ſet down i in nd e 
n deter Py TI 
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6 The Second, Is to revive or eſtabliſm the whoks 
French law at once, to the exclu- 

| ſion of all the Engliſh laws, ex- 

9 cepting thoſe few which have been 
introduced by a& of Parliament, 

above mentioned, and a few more 

© of the laws of England whith are 
maoſt eminently beneficial and fas 
| © vourable to the liberty of the ſub- 
Iaeet, and to introduce thoſe bene. 
MAY + ficial 
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be Third method ene b this 


- 1/0. © -/ equntry ſo as to continue to the 
Canadians the uſe: of ſeveral of 
For a7 Sr make 


7 1 ＋ 
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1 1, of the province, with an excep- 


ttiion of thoſe particular ſubjects 
cCeeoncerning which, your Majeſty 
Eten tad 4 to permit the former 


cWcC̃äuſtoms of the country to ſubſiſt; 


and ich reſpect to thoſe ſubjects, 
to let the ancient laws of the coun- 


tr y ſubſiſt in th manner they did 


| . n ane of pr, and 
555 er and infere wen er 


| ſertivg) au forth in all er extent 
in which your Majeſty thought 


proper to let them rr, 


* 


« The Fourth method of doing this, 8 


- make (as in the third method) the 


laws of England become the gene- 


ral laws of the province, with an 


0 N exception 


me law of England the general law | 


: * * 


exception of tlioſe particular ſub- 
jects or heads of law, concerning 
which, your Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to 
permit the former cuſtoms of the 
country to continue; and With re- 
ſpect to theſe ſubjects, to enume- 
rate and ſet forth at length in an 
ordinance and proclamation, to be 
made for that purpoſe, the parti- 
cular cuſtoms which your Ma- 

215 a e ſhould think fit to be continu- 
ae, to the excluſion and abolition 
bof all other cuſtoms that ſhould 
not be contained in the ſaid ordi- 


nances or an 


"y 3 . 


= + The Grit of theſe ben of e the 
his of this province, namely, that of making a 
code of all the laws by which it ſhall be govern= 
ed for the future, to the excluſion of all the laws 
both of England and France that are not con- 
tained in it, would certainly be the moſt trou- 
bleſome in the execution, to your Majeſty's mi- 
niſters and ene, both i in England and in this 
PT.” 
C The ſecond method of . the laws i 
this province, by reviving at once the whole 
F tench Mis and Introducing: by an ordinance 


PEGS only, 


c 


only, a few 6f the:lans'of Eng banil that, are: moſd 
eminently benefirial to the ſubject, is :evidenthy 
the thorteſt and enſieſt method thut can he taken 
for this pur poſe, Hukas plies attendadt with 
enen Mos en goiter 1 117 * t! 
195 lg fo 10 0 7 41 hon! 512009 ed o! koh 
* Tbe third atbed of: ſoullog cabs laws of 
this province, by making the laws. of, England 
the general baſis, of them and permitting tho Ca 
nadian euſtoms to continue, with reſpect only to 
ſome particular excepted ſubjects, and thereby a 
general reference to the law books; in which theſe. 
cuſtoms are contained, without attempting to 
enumerate and expreſs them anew, would alſo be 
a very ſhort and eaſy one to your Majeſty's mi- 
niſters and ſervants both in England and in this 
country; and will he very agreeable and ſatisfac- 
tory to your Majeſty's Britiſh. . in this 
province. 5 | 


i, The fourth method of ſettling the laws of 
this province, by making the law of England be- 
come the general law of it, with an exception of 
ſome particular ſubjects, or Heads of law, and 
concerning thoſe ſubjects to revive the ancient 
cuſtoms of the country by an ordinance or pro- 
tlamation, that ſhould particularly ſet them 
forth, and deſcribe them in all the extent in 
Which your Mana, ſhould think fic to let them 


5 ee 
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Continue, without any reference to the law books 
in which they were formerly contained, would be 
preefemable to the third method in this reſpect, that by 

enumerating and | deſcribing, or reciting particularly 
the ſeveral French laws and cuſtoms that were 
intended to be continued, it would cut off all con- 
nection, in the minds of the Canadians, with the 

French laws, lawyers; and judges, and the go- 
vernment under which they were maintained.“ 
63 lis en n 
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46/96 gti directe! W 2" court 
bf common pleas) in their deciftons to haye re- 
gard to che laws of England, they were likewiſe , 
allowed't to admit the laws and cuſtoms, of Cana- 
da, to be in force between Cana dians only, when 

the cauſe of action aroſe before September 1764, " of 
Under this clauſe, which gives them power t to | Y 
determine according t6 « equity, we believe they | | 2 
have" admitted, and in general do admit, the 
laws of Canada to take place even in caſes 
Where the cauſe of action has ariſen fince that 
period, But bow vague and uncertain their 
proceedings, as a court of equity muſt be, with- 
out one eſtabliſhed maxim of equity in the 5 
court! how ill calculated to preſerve (what it — 
certainly” was not intended to preſerve), an an- | 
cient ſyſtem of laws, which were to be admittcd 
ot rejected upon notions of equity adopted by 
Gentlemen, who merit however no other 1 impu- . 
tation, than the want of education in, or ac- 
quaintance Vith courts of law or equity; and 
5 «171 Ss is | the 
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the confuſion in which ſuch deciſions muſt neceſ- 
farily be involved, are matters in which we 

Sick we need. not enlarge.. . 
« But be humbly conceives that the frame 
and ſhape of the conſtitution imparted to "this 
Province in a variety of inſtruments paſſed under 
the great Seal of Great Britain, more partieular- 
ly that clauſe in your Majeſty's commiſſion, to 
your Governor, which diredis him to call a Houſe of 
Aſembly, ſo ſoon as the circumſtances and ſitua- 
tion of the province will admit, do moſt evi- 
dently imply, that, however the authorities con- 

veyed by thoſe inſtruments, may have been made 
to exceed their own juſt bounds, your Majeſty's 

intentions in varying either the ſubſtance of the 
laws themſelves, or the modes of adminiſtering 
them, it yet was always your Majeſty's pleaſure, 
—and he preſumes it always will be—that the pro- 


vince ſhould aſſume the Ae and figure 15 a 1 
Colony. _ | Y | 


« He 8 the n of all 
their laws will induce a neceſſity of employing 
their own lawyers, in the adminiſtration of 
them; your Majeſty's Judges may, no doubt, 
with a little attention and induſtry, make them- 
ſelves maſters of the French law on theſe points, 

which it.is propoſed to preſerve to the Canadi- 
ans; but it would require great abilities, uncommon 
* length of time, and a 8 55 acquaintance 


5 | with 


with the French, RES to attain foch hip 6, 
ledge of the Canadian laws, as a compleat ſyſtem 3 


of j juriſprudence, that would enable them to exe- 
cu their office, with'any degree of eine 


be 4 2M 1 ki. may be ERIE: for the 

reaſons alteady mentiohed, to reject the Oanadi- 
an ſyſtem, as the general laws of the province; 
he is yet perfectly perſuaded, that it ought to 
make a material part of whateyer ſyſtem may 
| hereafter be introduced the numbers f your 

Majeſty's 1 new ſubjedts, their property an, their 
influence; indeed, every.: confideration of juſtice, 5 
policy, or humanity, certainly demand i it but 
he « conceives they will have no right to complain, 
nor does he believe one reaſonable Canadian will 
complain, that the Engliſh law ſhould be confi- | 
dered 98 the leading ſyſtem in an Engliſh govern- 
ment, provided thoſe points which moſt ſenſibly 
affect them, ſuch as the deſcent, alienation and 
incuwhranee of their real property, their mode 
of deviſing, aſſigning, and conveying their per- 
ſonals, their marriage contract „ and all thoſe | 
dif poſitions « which tend to regulate their domeſtic 
economy, and keep vp family. connections, are 
preſeryed entire, APY: laws Maas hem i 
well. underſtood,” 2 5 „ 
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| To the) 8 rs Ligitative Council 1 
205 nn the Province” TR, mk \ +1 
0) 3; 4 g¹⁰ i % HS ORR Ma ei d 
Fl 41 11 4 12 Gas, 4 Mig 4 Cy 14-97; . n &: Ft 
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gh H E merchants; and other ſigners of a a the 
petition to ur honors, | and ſpoke to. on Satur- 
day the PE of Ap ril. inſtant, humbly beg leave 
to lay on your 55 the following heads of the 
different ſübjects offered, by their council i in fup- 
part e of Weir lud petition, for the confi decation 
of your bonors, and which they humbly con- 
ceive, if adopred s and eſtabliſhed , would facilitate 
the commerce and population of this province, 
and be the means of ſecuring the rights and pro- 
perties of individuals, his Majeſty” s old and new 

ſubjects, and reſlore Peace, harmony, and hap- 

pineſs to the, colony, by a wiſe, neceſſary, and 
juſt execution of his Majefly' s paternal care and 
 affeQion for all his ſubjeQts, expreſſed in the 
12th article of his royal inſtruftions to his Ex- 
celleney the Right Honourable Lord Dorcheſter, 


Governor of the ſaid Colony. 
That 


YE * * * 7 ye 4. 2 $6 N * n 
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{Britiſh }, That the circulating property depend- 
r Pert. ing on the merahatts of Montreal, from 
eſtimates taken laſt, Zamwasy;;i; in the-Upper Country, 
or Indian nn r e 51 Skate fit. 
8 05 <9 — . bend F 
L. eee 8 3339533 | '6 C 
The property in tene lt e 
of Sen is taken” -—- es 218; 00e 0 O 


"k; & 2 1955 65 . 24. E l es 0 


* 


. tet Vittrict of Montreal ee 6 '8 
| £410 Ts F118 ©1 Feet: CETTE fi 1 
Goods on effects in poffeflon of,: e! n | 
and debts owing to. the body Bur (2 0 „„ ä 
of merchants, and the amount 10 Re „ e 
of Britiſh circulating: property. _ "oy Ee * 
: ;;Cepetding on Wed mers? e 994 | : 
* Chants in the diſtrict of Quebec 36,00 ny o 
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' The Britiſh property circulating, por 
in the fiſheries on the Ll om 
dore Coaſt, and the he ar N un = 40 
_ Gaſpte | and  Chalevury Bay, * 399 xo 1 
very great: but as mutti of it 
is never landed! in the province, „„ 


but if landed, would be ſubjek k 


320 the laws of Canada, the a on 8 wo. 
amount taken that is landed | e ts 


pt over 997938 6 8 } 
* 1 * | and TT 4 


f 


0 9 
9 0% Ngo qlieiugptts 981 wt f 4. 
101%. 1691:001/Btowgtie! bee 24 9933! 8 
und governed byithoſetaws, n 
debts and credlta given Is el. 9.0613 ibn 40 
TORRES 7 oe TE 3 9 0 


Ft 7 fit 


Circulating þ property remaining , . | 115 a eve : 4 
in Cagaday in commęrcę and, aw 
- governed bythe laws of Ca- 


„ nada; Te. nN 10 7.333 6 $ 
The eſtimate of lands and houſes. 


in Montreal owned hy Britiſh, - 9 bug boo; 
ſubjects, and principally Her- Eo doh be . 
chants for carrying on their 10 eee 
trade, is I 112 649998 M0536 cin to - 
Like pſtimgts he. C. 136,690 + Ri bug 17 


3 10 3 Is þ 141 | (it Z nns 


76% 0 Q 
The eſtimates of Seignorial . 


tates, owned and poſſeſſe 4 is 
by Britiſh ſubjects in Canada, 1 = 
is not yet completed, but 5 5 9 

will amount to dd . 140, OY "1 


1 18 S's fy 


n 5,386,689 6 8 
Amount of 1 e nn Waal ii nic 


in 1786, Le dase adac of. 
Amount of ex pott 5 60 1e 
N , 363,261 39 6. f 


$ 

% 

4 * — — ———_— 
* 


bo OS, 1 868.575 49 1 


The 


03 


The 005 ſum of A 1,017,333 805 84. or the 


greateſt part, mul ever remain as à Britiſh: cn 


pital in Canada, for carrying on the trade, and 
ſuobject to be ſecured to the Britiſm merchant, or 
joſt, as the internal legiſlation and Juriſprudenes 1 


of the country is eee to güne E 
n 1010 5 e i | oe Mei Ton boils 


a ie. en ba . e ! 


Moſt of "Sf above eſtimates mt been made 


upon the moſt accurate evidence the nature of 
things would admit. That of che circulating 
property in the lower part of the diſtrict of Mon: 


treal and in the fiſheries, is taken upon general 
Principles, as there was not time to receive the 
information before the hearing. Particular: efti- 
mates, however, are preparing to be laid before 


Lord Dorcheſter {and the petitioners are don - 


vinced chat Ne e 1 wg 1 . 


feale, 0 - 1 13 : * . by 1 I 
a ; A 4 PE” oF S : f F F mm >, 22 6 * 1 * ; 8 
#.3F 1 . © ; z Li ; 4 1 9 : * : #3 > ; 1 14 ; 3 : Fr fs 

r 1 1 {4 


Such evidence as the nature 1 1 te ſubject will 8 
adtnit of, is ready to be offered in ſupport of the 0 
truth of the eſtimates, and to new that the Bri- 


tiſh merchants hold fuch a property, and that it 


ought to have weight in the ſcale of policy and 


juſtice, with "the legiſlature, to afford ample 


means of ſecurity to the petitioners, by the laws; 
which alone in reaſon and Juſtice, can, or oe 1 
9 


CY 
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ta be applied forchae putpoſe. iboſe recommend- 
ed-by''his Majeſty! „ gracious inſtructions. 


bat Ain ad no Na / on 46,77. 
That there are a In this province on 
13900; of his Majeſty's ancient ſubjects, great 
part af which nymber are the loyaliſts lately ſet» 

tled under his Majeſty's paternal protection, and 
the mand and ee care A * e 


4 1 * £ 
24 A FRG £9 et! 


That thoſe Guhieds; are preg ie: 155 the 
French laws propoſed to he pa for an 
venament of oa civil gene vol 263 n 0 iq 
1K * ln . K ins fs 
2 bet the 3 10 5 as ſaid to be eſtabliſhed, 
ant as propoſed to he continued, are wholly. ina- 
degnate to ſecure the. peace and proſperity, of the King's 
natural born - ſubjetts. reſiding. in the province, or 
wiſely and juſtly to protect and govern commer- 
cial rights, or to hold out as the means (hut 
would prove a REI bar) to ee 


£* 13 Fay 
' £5 > 1 9 A 


To. 


Hin. eit ei 0 0300161 e dn an 
That unden theſs laws the civil rights . are un: 
un, and eee luſceneten Ns 2: lo n 
N ei ben 4 50-61 
That infinite. in . * 1 8 holding 
the mercantile intereſt and rights to be governed 
and adt iind in dhe FRO: $ courts 5 0 


or - 0 F ; - 0 885 IS : *+ ; 4 ? 2 * TI 
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Arhat Menebehäntt 1 Labdbez Gadiag to this 0 


provides, kad complained to the King's miniſ- 
ters of theſe evils; and of the vuinous effects that 
actually had ariſen; and the conſequences- chat 
muſt ariſe from fuch a- "pms or Ae of laws, 


and had N for relief. = Bar by Ar 


bat the: King! new not 6s; the Canadians 
in thel year-197 3;'''when: they petitioned. his Ma- 
jeſty to obtain g ſecurity cin their property and 
poſſeſſions, bynthe Know rules of their ancient 
laws, at the fame: moment implored his Majeſty 
equally to extend his protecting hand 1 gare 
to Grind natural. born RESI Rap ans 504 


Fs 


b That the. coriftituriotal, prinaiple, of n 5 
tion in every modern empire: ts. the extenſions to: 


Such colony, the national Jaws: for 1 "opal the : 


en rights of the ata born nn > bo 


15 


E © þ 4 Te . Th: + . 
ONT 737689 nan beton 1 | 


That ſuch would be tho holy [wiſe ja politi« 
ont means to: populate: this extenſive, colony, to 
increaſe its commerce, to improve its utility and 
ſubordination to Great Britain, and in that, and 
by thoſe laws, to render the prople wen 1 
—— Ro wn” eien bog Frets 


- * 
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That . a and j del conüruction 8 


in a this province ** the Quebec 10 was, that 
1 > I 


' 
1 


"6 99): 


r tahy introduced the general /edifts and ordi- 
pances of France, and the cuſtom of Paris; as 
uſed aud exorciſed during the F renek govemment, 8 
as the only rule in his'Mijeſty's'courts for deciſl⸗ 
ing civil rights betwren all his be ſub⸗ 


Jects, old and new. Eh SYeq e Ban 


ler Ke judgnettts' of tbe fait cite 
mad. pon ſucb 'raje , prruaiing (law; either in 
umſonmity-admiting or rejecting the ed icts and 
ordinances, or the articles of ihe buſtom of Paris, 
. but didi at times admit either, and at times reject 
4 | both, and adopt the Engliſh Hhitiate nnd common 
Jaw, as the law üs adfminiſter fahl ef. 


That #hjs uncertainty in the jugitaloprocerdings and 
judgments of law, andin'theexerciſc of a judicial 
authority, not founded on the laws of tbe pror 

| vince that legally ought to prevail, und thereby 

 legiſlating, will ſtand proved, upon enquiry into 

the ſeveral caſes ſtated at the bar of the council, 
end: there which your CO 100 OY to. 
ade e u 16 Ei © en ; 


7 7:9 510 95 e 27 


|, 


rüden x du not eh effential oniforinith in u 
the judgments, and regularity qmm the proceed -· 
ings of the ſaid courts, ma in requilite to ſe- 
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MP. 
That thoſe evils were manifeſt and ruinous to 
the King's ſubjects. Thart they refulted from the 
cauſes, which the propoſed bill would not "AY 
OO ag wean increaſe, 7 3 3 
That = the want of: 8 in the rules 
of right, and of known laws ſuited to the inte- 
reſt of the nation and its eommeree in this pro- 
vince, infinite diſtreſs had fallen on the King's 
ſubjects, ' e oceafioried: er 0 
their N 51. 
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_ Robt. Leer Rot. Morrogh. 70 5 
Mathew Lyniburner _ William Goodall \ + 
355. Blackwood _._. Conftant. Freenas 


Jobn Tung FJauobn Painter. 


Michael S . behalf of ME 4 
TIT a _ the other Petitioners, : 
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4 « THE King's proclamation of Ober 1 108 5 


lere, the future ſettlers in this province; the 


benefit of the laws of England; theſe laws were ac- 


cordingly introduced by an ordinance of the Go. 
vernor and Council in September 1764, but unfor- 
tunately abrogated in all civil cauſes, by the act 
of the 14 Geo. 3, cap. 83; which latute inflead 
of remedying temporary aluſes, introduced great evils, 
particularly to the trading part of the nation. 
The merchants in England, and- thoſe of this 


province, have /everely felt the effet?s and d i/poſi tion 


of laws, to which they were utter flrangers, the 
principles- whereof, are anti- commercial alto 
m_” . HE | 

* 

4 Ti be aon 7 lake isa h len 3 imperfe@ 
and defechive, that the deciſions in the courts, 
have become arbitrary, and deſtilute of uniformity, 
-—The Court of Montreal differs in practice as 
well as decrces in ſome points of lau, from that 


of 


4 Lee et e re 
1 < k ade Red 
Nenn n ali 


TEL 


of Quebec ; both courts agree in not conflalng | 
themſelves to rules of law, but occaſionally de- 


eide on the equity of the __ aka; . 
letter of "hy hav ele, eee e leo] 15020 


* * we © 
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18 Thus PR 3 of: Cana th; general 
"A of France, the Roman code, and in ſome 
commercial poines, the laws of England have 
been reſorted to; but the moſt dangerous of all 
ſyſtems is, that of the deeiſions in equity of 
courts, ſtrictly conſtituted” as courts of law 


without the ordinary rules, principles,” en 


| «es of Os he ng to ene a e 
$A $73 of CS 


46 Thie den in tha nts of Mn courts; 


es calls for a ſolid ſyſtem of laws; and ſurely 


no better can be reſorted to, than the laws of Eng- 


land, to govern the property of Britiſh ſubje&s,— 
The exports and imports of the provinces, being 
upwards of half a Million a year, and from the 


nature of the property liable to be more affected 
by the law of the country, and the practice of 
the courts, than any other. We therefore recom- 


mend a re. introduction of tbe common amd flatute 
laws of England, as the general rule for the deciſion 


of all matters of controverſy, relative to perſon» 
al property and civil rights, in all perſonal ac- 


tions grounded upon debts, promiſes, contracts, 


and e whether of a mercantile or 
other 


* 
r 
2 


cu) 

vihet nature Me al ſo concerning wrongs propek | 
to be compenſated by damages, with an excep- 
tien to ihe ſtatiites tegarding bankrupts, and 
other local laws hereafter to be. explained, as in- 
applicable to the ſituation and cireumſtances of 
the Britiſh colonies in America in general, and 
this in particulat with an exception alſo to all 
real actions of controverſies teſpecting the titles 
of land, and the tenure; deſcent, alienation; in- 
tumbrances; and ſettlements of real eſtates, and 
the diſtribution of the perſonal property of per- 
ſons dying inte ſtate; in all which bis Majeſty's 

new ſubjects are moſt intereſted, for the deei- 
ſion whereof, except in certain caſes hereafter to 
be mentioned, reſort ſhould be had to the laws 
and cuſtoms: of Canada; but that juries ſhoutd 
be granted in all courts having original juriſdic- 
tion, if 'demanded by either party, in all, neal 
and . aGions whatever,” 


* There mu oni0iſoths Spin defects in the 
conſtitution or practice of all the courts of law; 
on account of the great delay and procraſtina- 
tion in the deciſion of eourts,. which occaſions 
many unneceſfary appearances and attendances, 
and creates numerous expences to the parties“ 
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CONCLUDING CLAUSE. 


„ In genial! add upos dhe WAI f he ob 


ſer vatiqus which we have humbly.offered, way 
be collected the. wr, inpall bility of govar ning this 


province, as a "Brit colony, and prometing its 
proſperity, without a power exiſting ſomewhere, ; 
of lexying inland taxes, and providing for uſe- 


ful regulations. —Theſe conſiderations we hum- 
bly 0 to the Hohourable 1 oo 


* * 


Houſcs of 1 5 8 0 two years ag o, for Kant. 
5 8 real . 


ing a Houſe of Aſembly to his Maje 
ſubjefts of this piprince ; + þ a AY which ae 
e this report.” O 
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Comcluding Clauſe of the Regort of Committee 
of Merchants of Montreal,” to Commilite” of 
| Commit, dab Om I 7 7. 50 


. Upon the whole of the obſervations, which 
we have humbly offered, may be collected the 
utter impoſſibility of promoting the welfare of 
this province, as a Britiſh colony, under the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem of government. "This conſideration. 
we ſubmit to the Honourable Committee of 
council, and refer them to the petition we had 
the honour to tranſmit to his Majeſty, andi both 
Houſes of Parliament, two years ago, for grant- 
ing a Houſe of Aſſembly to his Majeſty's faithful 
ſubjects of this province; a copy of which ac- 


companies this report.“ 


We Montreal, | 5 
Fanuaty 23, 1787. 1 3 


'P Ni © þ 0 Exiract 


Exiraft from Riſer of nally ir Council | 


KL Lord W dated rar 1 . 


« In be 1 (meaning the, ca 4 


the Committee of the cities of Quebec and 
Montreal) they have deeply and accurately, treated, 
and judiciouſiy reaſoned on the. actual {i tuation, and 
various interefis of the province. We ſhould there- 
fore be wanting to them, and to your Excellency 
if we did not announce and recommend their , repre= 


ſentations to your Lordſhip's moſt Ws aſs | 


and nn, ; py 
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(No. IV.) 
Hos the, Port, of a Sn 


| 1786, lalen from the Books at the cur. 


houſe, Webec, 


103,8 24 Bufhels' of Wheat, 
20,076 Barrels Flou. 
314 Buſhels ben. r 
455 Buſmhels ee ee 
90917 Ove, Pille. 
16,171 Buſnels Flax-Sced, * e 
1,632 Pieces of ak 8 5-14 
We. 74 "Pieces Pine, Jͤͤ . DO MAT DL WrRY 
133,737 Staves | ne de 
4,910 Heading | 
76,791 Boards and Planks 
112,396 Shingles 
1,622, —. 20 cwt. Pot Aſh 
101. 3. 25 cwt. Pearl Aſh 
141 Boxes and Caſks, Eſſence of ee 
67 Horſes 
43 Maſts 
1,984 Quintals Cod Fiſh 
253 Tierces Salmon 
1,100 Smoaked Salmon 
2,065 Shaken Caſks 
88 35 Buſhels Potatoes | 1 
e $ - %,/0 A110 Buſhels 


* 
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ie 


410 Buſhels Onions n NY 
24 Caſks Ginſing . une _ 2 : 5 | 
14,944 Pounds Capalair EE 
94 Barrels chan 
7o Ditto Beef ee 5 e 
K Hoops ni i 1460 73 915 08 011 
384 Quintals . 8; 
2 Tierces Canada Balſam N 
183, Pong of , any an 5 
%%% Beaver Skim. 8 
48,436 Martins 5 V 
23,684 Otters At e % Ge 
3,958 Fiſher 15 in wt 
G0 SF OREET 3 i nt fer i 2 
17,713 Bears . 

5,477 Pounds Indian Dreſs Dove Leather 
126,794 Deer Skins 
n  E 7 — 
202;719 NMofgcc k 

12,923 c 
2,977 Open Cats - 25 
3,0% Ciſed . 3 EE 

7,555 Elks . 

506 Wolverings 
480 Squirrels 

157 Seal 7 

64. Tigers | 

296 Kitts ES, © 

d 156359 Cub 
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1,659 Cub Bears N deen 
382 Foxes 411 
1,371 Pounds Caſtorum 


Furniſhed a large * of Beef, Pork, and 
Flour, to the troops ae in the Ware. 


Shipped from the fiſhing Pave within the Pries 
in the Gulph of St. Laurence, the Reports of 
which never came lo the Caen built of Ruebec, 


70, ooo Cwt..of Cod Fiſh 
5,000 Tierces of Salmon 
300 Ton of Oil 


A very conſiderable Quantity of Furs, « and a ſom 
N e 


Fi 


Liquors imported into Quebeg in 17 « 6, taken 
From the Cuſtom- 1 Books at e 


3,932 Puncheons 
15 Hogſheads h. 
31 Puncheons Brandy 
2,133 Puncheons | 
14 Hogſheads }Molaſſes, | 
513 Pipes 


2,213 Hogſheads Wine, 
140 Barrels 
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Exported from Quebec in Summer, 1787, taken 
bi mute n Books of ——'—— 6 


227,931 Buſhels of Wheat _ ns 
6, 172 Buſhels Peas 
12,709 Barrels Flower - 

11,060 Cwt. Biſk et | 

144,015 Steves... 

30, 979 Boards e 1 
993 Oak Planks „ 
610 Pieces Timber „„ 

; 4 Maſts RC do. 

26 Caſks 
1 Eſſence of Spruce 
4,445 Buſhels Flax-ſeeoe d 

22,536 Pounds Ginſ ing 

866 Shaken Caſæs - 
1,851 Cwt. Cod Fiſh 
251 Caſks Salmon Ze 

%%% 0 = Do 

42 f 

25 Ditto Baſs | - 1 

410 Caſks Oaty 

70, 0 Onions. 

44,780 Shingles ä 
104 Buſhels Barley 7 5 
1622. 1. 16lb. wt, Pot-aſh 
G 4 182 dos. 
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182 doz. Handſpikes 
139,509 Beaver Skins 5 
65, 142 Martins py ot r 

26,330 Otters Wai Fs 1 0 2 
16,95) Minks 
$,813 Fiſher | : | 9981 
. 8,013 Foxes _ Es 5 e 
102, 656 Deer ne £117 176 
1,788 Pounds dreſſed Deer Leather 
140,346 Raccoons 5 
240,450 OT EE 0) © a 
„ Cid Cam: TT REY EEE 
| 1,825 Open ditto | 
EL 9,815 Elks 
9,687 Wolves 
653 Wolverings 
a Tygors oo, 
17,108 5 . 
125 Seal „ 
1,454 Pounds Caftorum Ps 


Furniſhed a large Quantity of Flour, Beef, 
and Pork for the Troops. ſtationed ; in the Pro- 
vince, | 
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' Shipped from the Fi Hing Ports within the Provinie 
in the Gulph of St. Laurence, and Streights of 
Belle Iſie, the Reports of which never came to the. 
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es Ont. Cod Fiſh 
55000 Tierces Salmon. 
56 Ton of Qil - 


And a very confiderable Qantiey | of Furs, 


and ſos hee 
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Li: 2 9 7 into "Ga in 1 a 7 5 take 


ene 550 ale. Kink Books 


1,366 Fusch Wk | 
2,000. Puncheons Molaſſes 


506 Pipes 


3,813 Hbds Wins 


93 Barrels | 


194,000, Gallons of Prize Spirits. ; 
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Court 


cw) 


« No. V. * 


1 
w } 


| en „ King s\ 25 hs Mah alie 107 Ham 


Bench, City| + Smith, Eſq. his Me 8 
and Diſriær | Chief Fuftice for the Pro- 


E Y n vince of Quebec. | 


IN 3 of the cotidifuntention which 
your Honour has been pleaſed to make to us, 
reſpecting a preſentment made by the Grand 
Jury at the laſt ſeſſions of the Court of King's 


Bench, at Montreal; and of an ordinance of 
the legiſlative Council, for laying a tax on 


the public for the erection of priſons, and other 

public buildings: wo embrace the preſent oc-- 
caſion to expreſs our gratitude to his Majeſty's 

noble Repreſentative, who, out of his tender 

care of the people committed to his charge, 

has been pleaſed to ſuſpend the operation of the 

ordinance for erecting Court houſes and priſons, 

until it is reported to his Majeſty, and his Royal 

7 be made known therein. 


We ſee the neceſſity of having priſons and 
other public buildings in this diſtrict, which at 
| preſent 


(307 ') / 


preſent are infufficient for the purpoſes required; 
yet we apprehend that every kind of tax, under 
the preſent ſyſtem of legiſlation, may occaſion 
difficulties as well in the aſſeſſment and collec- 


tion, as in oder na, bee 


* 


We flatter ee chat our Fe pho of 
government may in time become more and more afſimila- 
jed to the conſtitution, from which we already derive 
fo much happineſs ;\'we look forward with ſatisfac- 
tion to the time, when the province of Quebec 
may be able, not only ta ſupport its own internal 

ex pences, but alſo to promote in a much greater 

degree than it has hitherto done, the commerce 
and welfare of his Majeſty's 3 dominions in ge- 
ral. N e 
Is has been obſerved with ſatigfaction, that, during 

the late Seſſions of the Legiſlative Council, his Majeſty's. 
ſubjetts have not been ſo much precluded as heretofore, 
from the knowledge of the matters therein agitated, 
until they were paſſed into laws, againſt which, hows 
ever grievous they might be thought, the ſubjet had no 

| N or e Os ht 

That his Majeſty may long. reign « over the 

Britiſh e and that he may ever be repre- 
| ſented 
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ſented, as, at ban, in this, pa. of it, are the 
Her wiſhes of 


i x 
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e Frafer, 8 % 
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Serindac Sbm Avlewin- 
Andreto reg John Painter 
© Charles Hoyer Perruuli Tams 
Simon Fraſer TL. Langlois file 
 *Prancis 3 Robert Meyrogh db 
. ow Ts t A Willand' lt 
ef — — TL. Dumax 
HNumen tea. © Ls. Turgeon 


e Sbeolbrad FGSucyraud. Fi 


n | 
May 10, 1787, 


"The. French part of the Grand ; figned 
the above i in F rench. 
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Hane in ge 1 7 1 15 wo Merchants 
1 on ee pI BIO ST)" e aden 2117 
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1 a iris Meng of the Aer 72 
25 "of. London, trading 16 the Province © 


of Quebec, / held at the. New 7 ork. 


as ts 0 Lu the 24/h of January, ; 
. 756. . | OI *. Noni 9 rien Wee 
"ow 971 5 1 12284 ac i 003d 
© WE, the aid merchants, whoſe names are 
| underwritten,” for durfelves, ald agreeable to the 
urgent and reiterated complaint and applicatione o 
the inhabitants of rhe province of Quebec, think 
it neceſſary and expedient, that a repreſentation 
be made to his Majeſty's minifters, of the: if. 
t1 efed and deplorable Aale of that province; Rating 
and ſubmitting to them the following meaſures, 
which, 'we humbly apprehend to be moſt likely 
to prove effeftual for quieting the minds of his 
Majeſty's ſybjeCts there, extending and ſecuring 
the commerce, and protecting che. N han 
the Britiſh merchants, viz 


wang, © . 
mn * 7 
I 1 * 
; : 
2 
5 


(nn) 
4 The preſent code of laws, if the mixture of 
French and Engliſb laws may ſo be called, not being 
well underſtood, the execution of them is ſubject 
to much difficulty and uncertainty ; among other 


inconveniencies, per/ons often claim the right of 5 


' both, and take the advantage of that which beſt 
fuits their purpoſe 3 by theſe; and other means, 
the payment of debts are evaded, and right and 
property is rendered uncertain and inſecure. The 
loſſes the Britiſh merchants have ſuffered from 
this evil within. the laſt three years, has occaſi- 
oned the ruin of many, and ſuch is the preſent 
want of confidence, and want of credit, in con- 
ſequence of theſe diſaſters, that common ruin and 
general difireſs muſt enſue, if ſome effectual remedy 
ws. not ALY PRA: 


85 40 From the petitions PI ind laſt year t to the 
Right Honoutable Lord Sydney, figned by up- 
wards of 1800 of the principal inhabitants—from 
the letters lately addreſſed to us from the Com- 
mittee of Quebec and Montreal on this ſubject, 

| (copies of which are hereto annexed) and moreover 
Fromour own knowledge, and the particular information 
our connections in that country afford us, we are clear- 
ly and unanimouſly of opinion, that for the relief 
and redreſs of theſe evils, and the many other 
defects of the preſent conſtitution of that govern- 
ment, à provincial legiſlature or houſe of aſſembly 
eſtabliſhed on the principle as in every other Britth 
colony in America, will be effettual.” 
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e We: are ns confident; that i it is n earneſt 
wiſh and deſire (whatever may have been re- 
pPreſented to the contrary,) of the principal as 
well as the generality of the inhabitants of the 
province, both old and new ſubjects, (and to which 
the royal refugees have alſo added their teſtimo- 
ny, by petition,” to be governed by Britiſh laws 


to be made and adminiſtered according to the Bri- 5 5 2 


' tiſh conſtitution,) they. found their claim to: it 


not only as Britiſh ſubjects, but under his: Ma- 8 


jeſty's ſpecial ee of the! os of O. 


F [4 Were 


68 We conceive no other form if . will or 
wth and quiet their minds, ſecure their rights, and 
protect our property. We therefore feel it our 


duty to recommend, in the moſt earneſt manner, 


this meaſure to his Majeſty's miniſters, as the nt 


eſſential for the ſecurity and proſperity of this valua- 
ble province; and that that obnoxious and impo- 
| litic law, the act for f. übjecting the Britiſh ſub- 
jects in Canada to a government ſo repugnant to 


the ideas of Britons, and the Britiſh condition” 


and was ſo often cried out againſt as one of the | . 
cauſes of defection of the neighbouring colonies, 
may no longer diſturb wy peace of Op Fo 7 


enn of this province.” 
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